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As you receive your copy of The Voice magazine I 
will have started my new job as Deputy Headteacher 
at Huddersfield Grammar. I have had many 
happy years at Saddleworth School and will be 
sad to leave.

There are still so many wonderful opportunities 
and experiences that our pupils are involved with 
and The Voice magazine will continue under the 
direction of the new Community and Operations 
team, so please continue to let school know 
of the outstanding experiences our pupils are 
involved with.

Fond farewell

Claire McMurdo 
Assistant Head, Community & Operations

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E
www.saddleworth.oldham.sch.uk
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Education is the most powerful weapon 
you can use to change the world.

- Nelson Mandela

Moving on and moving forwards
 
We aim to empower and inspire everyone that comes into 
contact with Saddleworth School. One of the greatest joys we 
have is seeing pupils leave school excited about their futures. 
We hope to off er learning experiences that enable them to 
develop appropriate skills and knowledge for life and an 
appetite and motivation to make their mark. We want pupils 
that leave the school to be enthusiastic about what happens 
next in their lives, we want them to be the architects of their 
own future. 
 
Th e same is true of staff . It’s with mixed emotions that we 
have said farewell to Miss Peek and Mrs McMurdo at Easter. 
Both have (in very diff erent ways) been inspirational fi gures at 
our school and both are now moving on to promoted posts in 
other schools in Manchester and Huddersfi eld. 
 
Mrs McMurdo joined us in 2011 initially as Curriculum 
Leader for PE. She rapidly energised and enthused the staff  
team and made sure that opportunities for success in the 
department were sustained at an extremely high level. She 
made such an impact that in June 2015 she was appointed as 
Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Community and 
Operations. Th e magazine that you are holding now is just one 
small part of the fabulous work that Mrs McMurdo has done 
as is the school website, the prospectus and countless other 
really impressive outward facing communications. 
 
Miss Peek joined us as Assistant Head in 2013 and was 
promoted to Deputy Headteacher in 2015. She has been part 
of a Future Leaders programme and helped us to really get to 
grips with our assessment, tracking and intervention strategies. 
She has provided us with a laser sharp focus on what matters 
in terms of assessment and in recent years helping us all to 
understand the notion of progress and how far each pupil has 
improved from their individual starting point. Miss Peek came 
to the school with a wealth of experience which she has shared 
with us, for example her understanding of the issues facing 
“disadvantaged pupils” is second to none. 

Both colleagues have embraced the values of our school, they 
empower and inspire, work hard and are nice! I know that 
pupils will be desperately sorry that they have left us but its 
right that they should “Aim High” and go on to promoted 
posts where they can have an even greater impact.

We have already appointed Mrs Kelly (formerly Miss 
Sunderland) as one Assistant Headteacher and we have also 
advertised for another. It is inevitable that we will feel a little 
sad about the departure of such wonderful colleagues but I 
really hope that pupils, parents and staff  recognise that such 
movement is inevitable; it is a direct consequence of seeking 
to empower and inspire all who have a connection with our 
school.

Enjoy this magazine and the extraordinary achievements of 
our pupils. 

Matthew Milburn
Headteacher

- L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  H E A D -
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- S T O R Y  T E L L I N G -

Th e formation of the Dovestone Learning Partnership has 
presented Saddleworth School with a wonderful opportunity 
to work with our partner primary schools in a closer capacity. 
When the news broke about the new partnership I felt it was 
hugely important that the music department at Saddleworth 
School shared our artistic and creative vision with our young 
primary school musicians.

Th e idea of the DLP music project is to share musical 
experiences and create performing projects with our partner 
primary schools. Th is allows the younger students in our care the 
opportunity to work closely with visiting professional musicians 
and music staff  from Saddleworth School. Th is will broaden 
their musical skills and knowledge looking ahead to when these 
wonderful young students arrive at secondary school. Th is year 
I have been very fortunate to work with many young musicians 
from Christ church Denshaw, Diggle Primary School, Greenfi eld 
St Mary’s Primary School, Knowsley Primary School, St Th omas 
Leesfi eld Primary, Friezland Primary School, St Agnes CofE 
Primary and my own ama mater – Delph Primary School.
 
Th e discussions around the Dovestone Learning Partnership 
really got me thinking about my experiences of music as a child 
at primary school. I was instantly transported back to my time 
at Delph Primary School, being handed a brass trombone by 
Mr Gordon Cutt and attending a concert given at Uppermill 
Civic Hall featuring the world famous percussion soloist Dame 
Evelyn Glennie. So many powerful memories came fl ooding 
back to me – not just the fact that my entire primary school 
class were in a hall full of young children listening to a musician 

who is profoundly deaf, but the whole experience of listening 
to a wonderful musician performing beautiful and exciting 
music LIVE! I can safely say that single performance, along with 
marching behind the bands on Whit Friday (sat on my father’s 
shoulders), and seeing the famous Black Dyke Mills Band LIVE 
in the Saddleworth area changed my life. 
I was hooked. I wanted to be a musician.

It has long been my passion and my intention to bring LIVE 
music to the masses. I enjoy creating musical and entertaining 
concert programmes as part of a team at Saddleworth School, 
where we are able to celebrate the wonderfully talented musicians 
we work with on a daily basis – this is truly the best part of my 
job, celebrating the successes and performing skills of the young 
musicians in the music department’s care.

DLP music extends this musical celebration and hopefully 
allows our younger primary school musicians the opportunity 
to access musical opportunities that they will remember in the 
future and more importantly, make them feel like they are part 
of the Saddleworth School musical family. I dearly hope we can 
help continue to develop the fantastically rich musical traditions 
we have in the Saddleworth area, brass music, folk music, rock 
bands, classical music / soloists, choirs, the list carries on to 
encompass every musical genre and level of musical success. 
Music is for all and Marilyn Manson is absolutely correct… 
“MUSIC IS THE STRONGEST FORM OF MAGIC!” – this 
quote has long stuck in my kind, it is absolutely true – music is 
powerful and everyone fi nds diff erent emotions and feelings in 
diff erent styles of music. Music can be magical!

Music is for everyone and I hope we can continue to develop 
the love of music in every student who passes through the gates 
of Saddleworth School, whether they be a performer on the 
stage or an avid listener of their own kind of music on their 
daily commute to Saddleworth School at this time and long 
into the future.

Th e BBC Ten Pieces play an important part in the delivery of 
DLP music and I hope this hugely worthwhile musical project 
continues to fl ourish as we strive to engage and inspire the 
young Saddleworth musicians of the future.
 
Each school is working towards a performance of their 
own version of a classical piece of music – not recreating or 
performing the composer’s works, but being inspired to create 
their own whole class performances of music based on famous 
pieces of classical music. 

Currently the 2017-2018 (fi rst ever!) DLP music project we are 
working on the interpretations of the following pieces of classical 
music: ‘Th e Ride of the Valkyries’ by Wagner, ‘A Short Ride in a 
Fast Machine’ by John Adams, ‘Th e Haunted House’ – original 
composition, the ‘Water Goblin’ by Dvorak, the ‘Firebird’ by 
Stravinsky, ‘Th e Nutcracker’ by Tchaikovsky, ‘Storm’ by Britten 
and ‘In the Hall of the Mountain King’ by Edvard Grieg…. 
Quite a list of serious and wonderful classical music.
 
Our young primary musicians are full of musicality and are 
creating superb compositions based on the original works by 
these master composers. It has been a real privilege to work in 
our partner primary schools and I look forward to enabling 
schools to further participate in our plans looking ahead to the 
future. DLP music STORYTELLING concerts will hopefully 
become an annual fi xture as relationships fl ourish and continue 
to grow. I look forward to sharing more information about our 
project successes in the future – the future is VERY bright.

Garrath Beckwith – Curriculum Leader of Music
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The Saddleworth school music department were very proud 
to once again host our annual concert with our very good 
friends from the University of Salford. The day featured an 
afternoon workshop with senior students from the University 
as well as welcoming two very famous names from the world 
of brass playing to Saddleworth; Brett Baker – internationally 
renowned trombone soloist and principal trombonist with the 
Black Dyke Band, and world famous Belgian, Euphonium 
soloist Glenn Van Looy all the way from his home in the Valais 
region in Switzerland.

During the afternoon session our young brass musicians were 
able to pick up playing tips and performance techniques from 
the senior students from the University of Salford. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for these professionals of the future to 
hone their tuition skills and pass on the expert tuition they 
have received during their time at the University studying 
with some of the finest names in the world of brass and wind 
playing. This is such a wonderful opportunity for our young 
musicians to pick up skills that they can adapt and incorporate 
into their own playing looking ahead to the future.

Our year 11 GCSE brass musicians worked closely with Mr 
Van Looy who put students through their paces in a workshop 
performing some of their final GCSE exam repertoire. 
Being able to work with such a world class musician in close 
proximity was a real privilege and it was wonderful to see our 
fantastic young students engage and thrive in this master class 

style environment. Lucy Haddock-Williams, George Sleight, 
Ben Hill-Wilson, Spike Knight, Luke Taylor and Sam Smithies 
all benefitted from Mr Van Looy’s expert guidance as he offered 
tips and technical approaches to their examination repertoire. I 
am sure our students will remember the session for many years 
to come.

The trombone department of the school benefitted from a 
workshop on playing techniques from Brett Baker, who as 
well as being a phenomenal, world class trombonist is also the 
head of music performance studies at the University of Salford. 
Another example of the young musicians of Saddleworth 
School accessing truly high quality learning opportunities, 
that will hopefully inspire their musical futures. Performance 
techniques and the all-important basics of trombone playing 
were the focus of the session. Mr Baker is also the trombone 
tutor of the Yorkshire Youth Brass band who are based at 
Saddleworth School – young brass players in the Saddleworth 
area should definitely try to access the opportunities this 
fantastic youth band and the tutors from the Black Dyke Band 
provide on a regular basis at the school.

Following a wonderful meal provided by the catering 
team at Saddleworth School it was time for our evening 
performance. The first half featured the young brass musicians 
from Saddleworth School and the second half the inspiring 
University of Salford Symphonic Wind Ensemble directed by 
Brett Baker with guest soloist Glenn Van Looy.

The idea behind these annual concerts is to give our musicians 
a platform to perform alongside other great musicians 
to demonstrate their skills and develop their performing 
techniques. The Saddleworth School brass band got the 
evening off to a rousing start with an arrangement of Henry 
Purcell’s ‘Rondeau’, the music was composed in 1695 (the year 
of Purcell’s death) and has since been used as the main theme 
for Benjamin Britten’s ‘Young Persons Guide to the Orchestra 
and is currently one of the BBC Ten Pieces, a scheme which 
helps to engage and introduce young musicians to classical 
music. The Kingdom of Asturias is a new piece for the school 
brass band and offered music that had Moorish and eastern 
themes incorporating smooth, flowing melody lines and 
pointed rhythmic drive. This was the first time the band had 
performed the piece in public and their performance was met 
with approval from the warm Saddleworth audience – a special 
mention must go to soloists Daniel Smithies (Cornet), Chiara 
Eckersley (Flugel horn) and Sam Smithies (Euphoinum) who 
all played with real maturity and musicality, BRAVO!
Three pieces for smaller groups were next on the programme 
featuring the Brass Ensemble and Brass Xplosion. The Brass 
Ensemble displayed real skill in playing without a conductor 
as they presented their version of Gershwin’s ever popular 
‘Someone to Watch Over Me’. Some beautiful lyrical playing 
from all the members of the group with a special mention to 
first trumpet player year 11 student Bridget Atkin. Following 
a quick seating change the Brass Xplosion performed two 
new arrangements, firstly ‘I Wish I Knew How it Would Feel 
to Free’ (many recognised this as the theme tune to popular 
Film review programme hosted by Barry Norman some years 
ago) combining a quartet introduction of Amazing Grace and 
the more upbeat gospel main theme. This was followed by a 
new arrangement of ALRIGHT by 90’s indie pop / rock band 
Supergrass – three fun pieces that demonstrated the talented 
brass ensembles we have at the school.
The finale of the first half was music from the big screen, film 
music by Klaus Badelt as the brass band brought the first half 
to a close with their performance of ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’. 
A performance that had all the “YO-HO!” and swagger typical 
of the famous Disney franchise with some lovely individual 
contributions from Jeremy Knight, Daniel Smithies, Ben 
Hill-Wilson, Ella Bruce, Connie Gutridge, Alex Dickinson, the 
fab percussionists Oliver Bates and Oliver Sowden, with some 
stonking bass trombone playing from year 7 student Matthew 
Gutridge! ALL the brass students at Saddleworth School should 
be very proud of their achievements so far this year – they are 
really working hard to produce quality performances.
The second half opened with the University of Salford 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble in full throttle performing 
FANFARE by Joe Stephenson. The ensemble produced a 

wonderfully warm sound that demonstrated the quality of 
the ensemble throughout. Under the direction of Mr Baker 
the ensemble produced a really entertaining programme of 
different music to the audience – different in a good way! 
Original and descriptive music for Wind Orchestra followed 
directed by two Masters students at the University, Ryan 
Coates and Adam Finch. Both student conductors displayed 
wonderful musicianship as they directed the ensemble 
performances of new repertoire including ‘Melodious Thunk’ 
by David Biedenbender, ‘With Each Sunset’ by Saucedo, ‘The 
Inferno’ by Robert Smith and music with Latin American Flair 
in ‘ Malaguena’ arranged by Sammy Nesico. Wonderful music 
presented brilliantly.
The solo contribution from our guest soloist Glenn Van 
Looy was simply breath taking! The entire audience sat open 
mouthed as Glenn performed his version of the classic theme 
and variations solo ‘Believe Me if all those Endearing Young 
Charms’. Flawless technique, beautifully lyrical euphonium 
playing, stratospheric high notes, fruity pedal tones and 
incredibly accurate fast playing followed in a true master class 
in solo performance. As an audience we were truly fortunate 
to witness such a virtuosic performance live in our very own 
school hall. Another inspiring performance for our young 
musicians to aspire to in their own musical performances. 
To close the evening the audience were treated to a beautiful 
performance of the majestic wind band classic  ‘Canterbury 
Chorale’ by Dutch composer Jan Van Der Roost and more 
upbeat film music from the pen of American film and TV 
composer, Michael Giachinno – the wind orchestra version 
of the theme music from ‘The Incredibles’ brought the 2018 
Brassamatazz concert to an exciting close. The final offering 
and encore for the evening was ‘Strike Hard - Strike Sure’ by 
University of Salford lecturer and conductor Tom Davoran – a 
fitting end to a brilliant evening of music making. BRAVO to 
everyone involved!
A massive thank you to Brett Baker and the University of 
Salford Music Department team for having the vision and 
dedication to bring such inspiring performance opportunities 
to the young musicians of Saddleworth School, also a HUGE 
thank you to Mr Glenn Van Looy for bringing his fantastic, 
inspirational performing skills to Saddleworth School – I hope 
we are able to welcome you to the Saddleworth area again in 
the future. 
The music department at Saddleworth School are very proud 
to continue to develop the strong professional links that allow 
our young musicians the opportunity to work with such 
outstanding musicians. We are already looking forward to the 
concert in 2019 – watch this space for details!

Garrath Beckwith – Curriculum Leader of Music

Saddleworth School Brass Musicians, University of Salford Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble directed by Brett Baker and guest Euphonium soloist Glenn Van Looy. 
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On the 12th January a small group of music GCSE students 
departed from Saddleworth School for a taster day at Greenhead 
College Music Department. We arrived at lunchtime and were 
guided through the college to the music department. We then 
met the music tutors, Simon and James who, after introducing 
themselves, went through some future destinations that their 
former students. Such include the prestigious Royal Northern 
College of Music and the Birmingham Conservatoire. After 
watching a short music clip about the courses we could take with 
the music department showcasing incredible recording studios 
and composition softwares we were told about the fantastic 
opportunities that awaited us at Greenhead College such as 
amazing trips to Europe. After that we set to work, we went 

through a contemporary piece of music listing all the techniques 
we could hear whilst also learning about four other techniques that 
we could use in our own compositions. After our listening session 
we then went onto the computers to create our own compositions 
using a software like garage band, but much more advanced. We 
had the opportunity to spend an hour layering samples into our 
composition ad trying to make it sound good. We then listened 
to some of them which sounded incredible. After our fantastic 
time on the computers we thanked the tutors and headed off back 
home thoroughly impressed by the opportunities available for us at 
Greenhead College.

Ben Hill-Wilson

G R E E N M O U N T  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
I attended the Ramsbottom Music Festival on Saturday, 10th 
March to take part in the competition as part of an ensemble, duet 
and soloist playing my guitar.

I have been playing the guitar for 3 years and this is my third time 
at Ramsbottom.

I arrived very early in the morning at 8.30am in order to 
practise with my ensemble group. The ensemble played two 
pieces, the first one was an arrangement of the Lantern Dance 
and the second was the Drunken Sailor. I played the melody 
part in the Drunken Sailor as first guitar this was out of four 
parts and in the Lantern Dance I played first guitar. There are 
10 players in the ensemble which included four students from 
Saddleworth School (me, William Reece, James Lord, Millie 
Mumford-Lloyd and Joseph White). Once we finished playing 
we waited for the adjudicator James Girling, who is completing 
his Masters studies at the Royal Northern College of Music and 
tutored by Craig Ogden, to make his decision and then we were 
awarded 1st prize and given The Evelyn Waite Trophy.
 
I then went on to play my solo piece The Danse by Florian 
Lambert as part of the Grade 2 class. I was quite nervous having 
to play and announce my piece in front of an audience, but I was 
able to play my piece all the way through to the end. In the solos 
I was placed 3rd and awarded with a certificate. The final part of 
the competition was the duets. In this I played the Green Holm 
Jig which is a traditional Scottish jig. I was really pleased when the 
adjudicator after marking the entrants stood up and announced 
that me and my partner (Oliver Patrick) were placed in 1st position 
and had won the Latimer Lee Solicitors Trophy and a medal each.
 
My teacher is called Hazel Davies and I have lessons every 
Monday in Greenfield.
 
William Reece 7D

R A M S B O T T O M  M U S I C  F E S T I V A L
On Saturday the 10th of March I attended my first ever music 
competition at Ramsbottom Music Festival. I was really excited 
but nervous at the same time. First I played in an ensemble with 
my friends from guitar group and we came first! I also took part 
in the Guitar Grade 2 soloist. At this point I was very nervous 
especially because I was first up. The piece I played was ‘Have 
a Habanera’ by David Cottam. Whilst playing I felt a little bit 
nervous but apart from that I was really excited and when they 
announced the awards it was 3rd place William Reece, 2nd place 
Millie Mumford Lloyd (me) and first place Joseph White. That 
meant that Saddleworth school pupils came 1st, 2nd and 3rd. I 
was really proud of what I had achieved and honoured to play in 
front of the judges.

Millie Mumford-Lloyd 7T

Joseph White 7L won first 
prize in the Guitar Solo class 
at the Ramsbottom Music 
Festival on the 10th March.

T H E  R O Y A L  N O R T E R N  C O L L E G E  O F 
M U S I C  S T R I N G S  F E S T I V A L  2 0 1 8
On Saturday 13th January I went to The Royal Northern 
College of Music Strings Festival 2018. I met two professional 
guitarists, Craig Ogden and Rory Russell. I took part in an 
ensemble workshop where there were lots of other brilliant 
guitar players who were much better than me, William Reece 
and I were the youngest people to attend. I really enjoyed the 
experience of being there and being able to play with Craig 
whilst Rory was conducting us. The pieces we played were 
quite difficult for me, there were too may sharps at once in my 
opinion! The other players were extremely good at the pieces 
but this has inspired me to want to be like them and be able to 
play as brilliantly as they can.

Millie Mumford-Lloyd 7T

- M U S I C  E X A M  C E L E B R A T I O N S -

- ELEANOR WHITEHEAD - 
Year 9

Grade 4 Flute - 120 Merit

- TABITHA DAVIES - 
Year 9

Grade 5 Flute - 135 Distinction

- ISABELLE KOWALCZYK - 
Year 9

Grade 4 Flute - 128 Merit

- ALEX MCGUINNESS - 
Year 7

Grade 1 Piano - Merit

- ERIN PEREIRA - 
Year 9

Grade 5 Flute - 117 Pass

- NAOMI KNIGHT - 
Year 7

Grade 1 Cello - 
Highly commended

- LOLA GLADWIN - 
Year 9

Grade 5 Flute - 122 Merit

A  T R I P  T O  G R E E N H E A D  M U S I C  D E P A R T M E N T

- MILLIE MUMFORD-LLOYD - 
Year 7

Grade 1 Guitar - Distinction

Please drop us an email if your child has passed a Music exam, so we can share their good news. Email: info@saddleworthschool.org



On Wednesday 24th January 14 of the Peer Mentors including 
Miss Poppleton and Mr Gillon made our way to Irlam and 
Cadishead College for the Be Strong Online Anti-Bullying 
training. Th e day started with a few icebreaker tasks led by two 
of Th e Diana Award trainees. We all received a booklet to fi ll in 
whilst we were there. Th e booklet included power points (which 
we are currently using with our year 7 forms), games and tasks 
which were based on the theme of Be Strong Online. We got 
to practice our presenting skills on the other students that were 
also there for the training. Towards the end of the day, we all 
received certifi cates to say that we had completed the training. 
Once we got back to school our fi rst Peer Mentor meeting 
consisted of looking through the information and creating new 
ways to present this to younger pupils. Th e Peer Mentor group 
is now delivering the Be Strong Online programme to our year 
7 students. 7N responded really well to the digital detox session 
and it has made us all think about the amount of time that we 
spend on technology. Maybe you should think about doing a 
digital detox? 

Tia Henderson and Joseph Taylor, Year 10
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- P E E R  M E N T O R S -

- M A T H S  C O M P E T I T I O N -

On the 5th March 2018, Isabella Cook and Joshua 
Bruton from Year 8 and Olivia Blundell and Ned 
Warrington from Year 9, along with Mr Smith, attended 
Manchester Grammar School for the Mathematics Trust’s 
annual competition – the North West fi nal. At the end 
of the day we found out we came 6th out of 28 – and the 
only schools who beat us were Grammar Schools!

Upon our arrival we entered a huge hall fi lled with tightly-
packed tables and chairs to work at. Th e fi rst round simply 
involved solving 10 questions in 45 minutes; however, 
they were 10 diffi  cult questions. Th ese questions were 
then marked and the next round was handed out; the 
cross- number puzzle. In this round, a crossword-like 
sheet is given to the competitors as the teams of four 
split into two. One team is given all the clues for the 
numbers going down the ‘crossword’ and the other team 
is given the ‘across’ clues. Th e two pairs are not allowed to 
communicate during the round with the only exception 
being the sharing of answers. Once our 50 minutes were 
over, the sheets were taken in and marked. Th e next round 
consisted of 4 ‘Shuttles’. A shuttle is a group of 4 questions 
which can only be solved if you have the correct answer 
for the previous question – this was the hardest round 
because we were only given 8 minutes per shuttle! In the 
fi nal round, the two pairs are separated across the hall and 

one pair is given question one. Th is pair then had to solve 
this question and bring it to the front of the hall to be 
checked. Th ey will then receive the next question and will 
give it to the other pair across the room. Th is repeats until 
the 45 minutes are over – it was like a relay race. Th e fi nal 
scores were added up and the winners were announced – 
Altrincham Grammar School for boys came 1st. Th e rest 
of the teams were given a slip of paper with their position 
written on it. We were very proud to come 6th!

Overall it was a great experience that challenged all of us 
and I’m looking forward to returning next year!

Joshua Bruton 8O

On Monday 5th March, we (Caoimhe Preshur, Jeremy 
Knight, Jennifer Howard and Andrew Clough) attended 
a maths competition at Oldham Sixth Form College. 
After getting 16/24 in the fi rst round and 10/20 on 
the second round, we brought it back in the third 
round getting 20/19 (the bonus mark was for fi guring 
something out that even the organiser didn't). On the 
fi nal round we got 12/29. In the end we received a 
certifi cate for outstanding teamwork, winning round 
three, winning round four and winning the entire 
competition. Th is amounted to more certifi cates than 
all the other teams put together. We knew we had been 
severely underestimated by the other teams and their 
faces when we thrashed them was priceless. All in all, it 
was a good day out and a major success.

Caoimhe Preshur and Jeremy Knight
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- R O A D  S A F E T Y

www.StopPauseLookListen.com
On Thursday 15th March, English Teacher Mr. Lucas and IT 
Technician, Mr. Unsworth visited St. Thomas’ C of E Primary 
School to deliver a Road Safety and Literacy presentation to 
Year 6 pupils.

Mr. Lucas began with his usual warm up routine of getting the 
pupils to countdown from 10 to 1 whilst shaking their hands and 
feet, which always produces lots of laughter from the children.

Mr. Unsworth then opened the presentation by talking of the 
book he had written, two years previously – ‘Tom O’Kell & 
The Curse of Amurabis’ – with the help of Mr. Lucas’ Year 7 
and Year 9 pupils, and how he had incorporated some of their 
writing and ideas into the story. He then spoke of a second 
book – ‘Tom O’Kell & The Papanuk’ – from which he read 
the dedication to his late son and former pupil of Saddleworth 
School, Jack Unsworth, who was involved in a fatal road 
accident three years ago – a major contribution to the accident 
was the wearing of headphones. The dedication read:

‘Some stars shine too brightly for this World’

This led on to the Road Safety campaign – ‘Stop – Pause 
– Look – Listen’ - which was set up by Jack’s mum, Dona 
Unsworth. Mr. Unsworth created a website for the campaign – 
www.StopPauseLookListen.com – and a video was produced 
by the students of Salford University, which was shown to the 
very attentive Year 6 pupils.

Mr. Unsworth then read a beautiful poem entitled, ‘Jack’ for which 
he never takes credit as he says he was only a channel to write the 
words – the poem was a gift from Jack to his mum, Dona.

The pupils were then treated to an extract from one of the 
books – a passage that deals with the loss of a loved one. Mr. 
Lucas questioned the pupils on the extract and also the Road 
Safety campaign. Their detailed answers and re-enactment of 
how to cross the road without wearing headphones proved just 
how attentive the pupils had been.

To finish the session, Mr. Lucas set the pupils a task to either write 
a poem or story about ‘Loss’ or to design a Road Safety poster.

Mr. Unsworth commented, ‘It was such a warm and 
worthwhile presentation. Not only have we dealt with a very 
sensitive subject and enthused the pupils in literacy skills, but 
we may have saved a life – and we all had fun doing it!’

For more information on the Road Safety campaign and to 
view the video, please visit: www.StopPauseLookListen.com

If you would like Mr. Unsworth and Mr. Lucas to deliver the 
Road Safety campaign to your class or Primary School, please 
email Mr. Unsworth:  G.Unsworth@saddleworthschool.org
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On the 15th and 16th of March some of our Year 11’s 
completed the practical part of their Food, Preparation 
and Nutrition GCSE course. The non-examined assess-
ment makes up 35% of their final mark so nerves were 
high (in staff as well as pupils). The assessment was over 
3 hours and the pupils had to prepare, make and present 
three dishes to the best of their ability. These are the first 
Year 11’s to enter this exam and the results were absolutely 
fantastic. All pupils worked extremely hard with barely a 
peep coming from them as they all concentrated on the 
task at hand. There was grouse, quiche, paella, pie…..and 
that’s just the main courses. For dessert we had apple and 
chocolate tarts, roulade, doughnuts, to name just a few. 
The final products were amazing and every student did 
themselves proud. Well done!!

- G C S E  F O O D -
- S A D D L E W O R T H  W E D N E S D A Y S -

As teacher in charge of the Saddleworth Wednesday extra-curricular programme 
I am pleased to announce that the array of activities on offer and the number of 
pupils participating each week are still on the increase. The introduction of a six 
week Photography workshop proved extremely popular with our KS3 pupils and 
commenced on Wednesday 18th April. The established activities such as pop 
choir, basketball and trampolining have continued to prosper with the drama 
group having to employ a second teacher as a result of the numbers growing so 
rapidly. The new activity of Parkour has been received extremely well and is a 
fantastic outlet for some of our most energetic students who are able to learn new 
skills and let off a bit of steam under an expert tutor and in a safe environment. 

Our dance group, led by their coach Alex Blake-Jacks, took their Wednesday 
afternoon practices further afield as they entered a competition at The Oldham 
Academy North. The girls fared extremely well in the “Oldham Gotta Dance” 
section and secured second place against much older and experienced opposition. 
With the better weather and summer months soon to be on the horizon we are 
currently offering rounders sessions on the astro turf with Sarah Brennan. The 
cost will be just £2.50 per week. All details of how to sign up or get involved with 
our Saddleworth Wednesday programme are listed on the school website if you 
have any ideas for ways in which we could possibly expand our offering further I 
am always willing to try and accommodate you and your child. 
Please feel free to send me an email on g.melling@saddleworthschool.org  
Mr Melling

S P O T L I G H T  O N  P H O T O G R A P H Y
Last half-term I took part in the Saddleworth Wednesday Photography 
Club. It ran for six weeks for one hour each week and pupils from every year 
group took part.
 
I decided to do this club because it sounded fun and I thought it would 
be something different, as I normally choose a sports activity. I had also 
been watching Blue Planet and that had got me interested in wildlife 
photography because I especially enjoyed the bit at the end when it shows 
you how they got the footage.
 
Over the six weeks I learned some techniques for taking a good photo. We 
did sports, objects and people. I used my phone and a digital SLR camera to 
take photos and got feedback from the teacher. Now I am looking forward 
to taking better photos (for example when I go on holiday) and I would like 
to develop more skills to edit photos and take impressive photos of animals. 
I would recommend the photography club to everyone. It was fun to try 
something new and get input from an expert. It was also fun to take pictures 
of the other Saddleworth Wednesday activities, such as basketball. 
Zack West 7V
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- Y O R K S H I R E  S C U L P T U R E  P A R K -

On the 16th January 2018 the Art department visited 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park with 65 Year 11 students. The visit 
allowed the opportunity for students to explore sculptural 
work, as well as contemporary work by photographers and 
cinematographers. 

The Sculpture Park is a set in 500 acres of the Bretton Hall 
Estate. The majority of the sculpture work is located in the open 
air and includes work by Barbara Hepworth, Henry Moore, 
Andy Goldsworthy and David Nash. During the visit there were 
also two other exhibitions that the students had the chance to 
visit. ‘Revolt and Revolution’ which explored the human capacity 
for creativity in order to make positive change and ‘The Garden 
of Good and Evil’ which exhibited artwork and photography 
by Alfredo Jaar. As part of the day students explored specific 
pieces of Art led by a practising artist who works in collaboration 
with the YSP. She encouraged students to try and interpret the 
sculptural work in more depth to discover its possible meanings.
 
The day was a fantastic opportunity to see some inspirational 
pieces of sculpture and also challenged students to question what 
Art could be when it was placed in alternative locations.

- A L L O T M E N T  U P D A T E -

We have done some preparatory work on the new allotment site, which is one of 18. The intention is to construct 
six raised beds after the Easter break. These will then be used to grow a variety of vegetables and small fruits. Those 
students involved are Year 10 and 11 Asdan groups, but also pupils from the Pupil Support Centre and Learning 
base. There is an invitation to all staff and parents to get involved as the site is accessible at all times via the canal 
towpath, so anyone that would like to be involved would be more than welcome.
Please contact Mr Madden via email: m.madden@saddleworthschool.org
 

We have also been very fortune that in 
our plea for support we were contacted by 
Catherine Aylward, an employee of Thomas 
Reuters. Thomson Reuters, has a collective 
commitment to serving and strengthening the 
societies in which it operates. The Community 
Support Fund is an annual fund set up to 
encourage employees in the UK and Ireland, 
from across the Legal business, to organise 
and participate in charitable and community 
events, to increase employee engagement, 
and to fund charitable donations in line with 
Thomson Reuters policies. Not only will we 
benefit from her hours of voluntary support 
but also financially through this scheme. We 
would love to extend an official and heart felt 
thank you for this. 

Thomson Reuters provides research and 
technology to support professionals in their 
work, covering legal, news and media amongst 
other areas. TR are in over 100 countries with 
45,000 professionals worldwide. There are sites 
across the UK, with an office based in West 
Yorkshire where the teams provide research 
content and software for legal practitioners, 
helping to produce online products such as 
WestLaw UK, Lawel, and Practical Law, and 
print products such as Archbold, a criminal 
text which has been in publication for over 
200 years. 
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Myself and a group of theatre loving students attended a 
fantastic performance of East is East by Ayub Khan-Din at the 
Bolton Octagon. The play is set in early 1970s England, where 
George, a Pakistani father finds the authority he has previously 
maintained challenged by his increasingly Anglicized children. 
This is what Year 10 students had to say about the experience:

“The experience in-the-round was overall very interesting and 
immersive. The acting was brilliant and it made me think 
about the racial content and religious commentary.”

“I really enjoyed the trip to East is East. It is such a great story 
and it was very funny. It attacks some quite serious issues.”

“It was really funny while still addressing very serious issues.”

Ms Green - Curriculum Leader for Drama

- E A S T  I S  E A S T -

- H O L O C A U S T -

During the week commencing the 22nd January, students 
from every year group took part in assemblies to mark 
Holocaust Memorial Day, which this year fell on the 27th 
January. Holocaust Memorial Day is a day which marks 
remembrance for the many people who lost their lives during 
the Holocausts of World War Two, as well as more recent 
holocausts in countries such as Rwanda and Cambodia. The 
theme for Holocaust Memorial Day was ‘The Power of Words’ 
and students were reminded of the importance of our words 
and how they can be used both positively and negatively.

The assemblies were led by a group of year 8 students who 
delivered each presentation with confidence and informed 
each year group about the importance of Holocaust Memorial 
Day. The students were all from form 8A; Millie Flynn, 
Max Cooper, Connor Perry and Katie Flook. Students were 
told about the story of Henry Wermuth; who was a Jew 
who was raised in Germany during the 1930’s when the 
Nazi’s came into power. He suffered horrific persecution and 
discrimination at the hands of the Nazi party. Both Henry and 

his family were forced into a ghetto. He was later part of an 
assassination attempt against Hitler, as he tried to derail a train 
he was due to travel on. However, the plan didn’t work and he 
was soon captured by the Nazi’s. Henry was eventually sent 
to Auschwitz concentration camp. He was the only member 
of his family to survive World War Two and settled in Britain 
after the war ended.

Each assembly ended with the poem the Butterfly, by Pavel 
Friedmann which creatively documents his experiences within 
a ghetto, which was where the Nazi’s would put the Jews 
before taking them to Concentration Camps. 

The year 8 students who took part organised themselves 
excellently for the assemblies and were confident about taking 
a leading role in delivering the observance of this important 
historical event. They invited fellow students to take a moment 
of reflection during the assembly to consider what power their 
own words have and how we use them in our day to day life.

"When I write I can shake off all my cares; 
my sorrrow disappears; my spirits are revived"

Anne Frank
Author, murdered in the Holocaust
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- B U S I N E S S  &  W O R K  R E L A T E D  L E A R N I N G -

C H A N G I N G  H O R I Z O N S 
On Wednesday 14th March, Ms Dempster and other staff 
members took a group of students to the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
to take part in ‘Changing Horizons’. Its aim was to inspire 
students and get them to consider their future careers.

The event consisted of a variety of activities and motivational 
talks delivered by industry professionals to groups of Year 8 and 
9 students. Some activities involved creating circuit boards and 
cocktails, others got students to film news reports in front of a 
green screen – simulating what it would be like to deliver the news 
as a job!

All students who attended the event were extremely well 
behaved. The event organisers commented on their politeness, 
inquisitiveness and positive attitude throughout the day. 

“The event offered students an insight into 
skills required for building their future careers. 
Everyone who attended really gained something 
from the experience” Mr Twigg

“I have really benefitted from today – I really know 
what I want to do in the future” 
Charlie Dickinson

“It was a good experience. I really enjoyed it” 
Ebony Warburton

L I F E S K I L L S  P R O G R A M M E  
We’ve just come back from another session on the LifeSkills 
programme. The boys have benefitted from this course so far. 
Myself and the mentors have noticed that not only our boys, but 
all the ones from the other schools in Oldham, communicate 
better with each other and are more confident in themselves. All 
the pupils are assigned mentors who are available online for them 
to ask advice and to provide them with online activities to do. 

Week 1 was held at Oldham Athletic Football Club and the main 
aim was getting to know their strengths and weaknesses, this 
involved activities such as learning about each other’s personalities 
where they had to ask each other questions about themselves. Most 
of the boys were reluctant to speak or participate. 

Week 2 was also at Oldham Athletic Football club, this session 
was to overcome challenges, fears and working with feedback, the 
activities were human bingo of resilience and problem solving. The 
'normal' food on offer this week, as opposed to buffet food, seemed 
to boost the boys enthusiasm and they were getting more involved. 

Week 3 was held at Salford Eagle Lads club at the Media Centre 
and this was designed to enable the boys to develop their creativity 
and also to enhance team building skills. They had to design 
a handset for a game that was easy to use, not ergonomically 
challenging and could be used for other things. There were 4 
groups and all had to step up 

with an idea so no-one was left out, it was then 3d created by 
technicians on the computer, then produced. Towards the end 
of the session each group had to present their ideas in front of 
everyone. They all did a brilliant job. There was also a one to one 
session with their mentors and in three sessions they've come along 
way. 

Week 4 was at Mahdlo centre and the session was about building 
their own personal brand and social action, which was about 
thinking what things they put on social media for prospective 
employers to view. Most of the boys said about what they thought 
was acceptable and even the mentors and teachers participated. 
Videos of case studies were shown from employers and to advise 
about apprenticeships. A HR person came in from Wilmot Dixon 
construction, along with an employee that started as an apprentice 
from school, and explained about the benefits of choosing the 
Apprenticeship route. There were other activities of teamwork and 
participation, and some of the ideas and contributions by all of the 
boys have really improved. 

The students they have grown in maturity, confidence and 
developed socialising skills. One of the students has always been ok 
at talking to people but he seems to be more proactive now.

The London trip is on course for us travelling down the day before 
staying overnight and attending the graduation. Our boys are 
excited for this.

B U S I N E S S  P R E S E N T A T I O N  
The Year 10 students were invited to a Business presentation 
organised by Mahdlo. The two guest speakers were Kamal 
Basran and Eric Bishyika. Both of them spoke in depth about 
their career and their 'journey' to date. Kamal is founder of 
the Authentic Food Company whose customers include the 
Wetherspoons group and Iceland.

After moving to the UK, when she was very young, Kamal 
studied hard to become a teacher of History. In her spare time, 
she use to prepare samosas for her father in his pub. This is where 
the idea took form. From humble beginnings she grew her family 
business to where it is now, with an annual turnover of over a 
million. She spoke about the difficulties she had to overcome 
with suppliers and purchasing equipment for her premises.

The second speaker was an ex-student of Oasis Academy. He 
designs and makes his own clothing under the brand ‘SW 
Clothing’. To see some of this designs visit the website at: 
https://bishyika.com 

Both spoke passionately about their respective businesses. Their 
message was one of perseverance and hard work, and the desire 
to succeed. Eric Bishyika offered to mentor students with their 
business ideas - helping them to avoid the pitfalls and maximise 
the potential that exists within the Oldham area for young 
entrepreneurs. 

O L D H A M  S I X T H  F O R M  I N T E R V I E W S 
As part of the College application process, students have to attend 
an interview with the College to discuss their application, future 
aspirations and course choices. This year 184 of our Year 11 
students were interviewed by the College over four days – quite 
an achievement! The Sixth Form College is one of the destinations 
chosen by our students in the Summer, once they have received 
their GCSE results. The students provided thoughtful and detailed 
answers to the questions posed at the interview. Good luck to the 
Year 11 students with their imminent exams and Post-16 choices.
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Y O U N G  E N T E R P R I S E  
As I wrote this initial article, the Young Enterprise students were 
preparing for their ‘Final Showcase’ that took place on Tuesday 
27th March, competing alongside other YE Teams from North 
Chadderton, Radclyffe School, Oldham Sixth Form College 
and Hulme Grammar School to name just a few. To prepare 
for this the students completed a company report, analysing 
their performance and providing information on their finances. 
They prepared a 4 minute presentation and created a company 
trade stand.  At the event itself they took part in an interview, 
with judges from local businesses, and explained their product, 
marketing strategy and teamwork.

Their ethical candle company, ‘Heavenly Homes’, impressed the 
judges with their use of recycled materials and ‘responsibly sources’ 
candle soy wax.  They were awarded winners of the ‘Best Trade 
Stand’ and runners up for the ‘Best Overall Company’.
The next stage of the competition involved competing with all 
the Manchester Area winners at the ‘Area Final’ at the Manchester 
University Campus. It was a nerve wracking event and although 
their presented their pitch brilliantly and had worked on new 
products to increase their product portfolio, they lost out to 
Manchester Grammar School for Girls.

The team have been on an interesting ‘journey’ since their 
incorporation in September 2017 but I am sure the entire team 
will feel proud of what they have achieved along the way.

M A H D L O  B R E A K F A S T 
We celebrated International Women's Day at the Mahdlo Business 
Breakfast with guest speaker Victoria Gosling OBE. Victoria has 
a very impressive career and was delighted to be sharing her story 
with you. There was plenty of learning to take home from this 
event for both your personal and professional life. 
Victoria has had an outstanding career to date with many 
achievements, including being the Chief Executive Officer for 
Invictus Games 2016 in Orlando and the Military Project Lead for 
the first Invictus Games (London 2014), inspiring 14 nations and 
over 400 athletes to compete. She has completed 21 years service 
within the Royal Air Force culminating with the prestigious rank of 
Group Captain

Victoria has served on numerous deployments around the world 
including Iraq and prior to the inaugural Invictus Games she 
was the Base Support Commander for a Support Helicopter 
Base of 2500 personnel, which provided support to Operation 
Herrick, Afghanistan.

Victoria is a passionate sportswoman and dedicates most of her 
spare time promoting sport across various sectors. She is 

Custodian for the Rugby Centurions and is also the Armed 
Forces Councillor for the Lawn Tennis Association and 
works closely with the Tennis Foundation, widely promoting 
Wheelchair Tennis. Victoria is currently an Executive Board 
Director and Head of Social Impact for Auden, a flourishing 
FinTech with a social purpose. In addition she is the Invictus 
Games Strategic Advisor for the UK Delegation Board; and she 
is on the Steering Committee for a high profile Global Mental 
Health Campaign. In addition Victoria is the Director of the 
Foundation for Sage Global, where she is leading the Military, 
Women and Youth Programmes.

Victoria was appointed as a Member of the Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) in the Queen's Birthday Honours 
List in 2004 following her deployment on Operations to 
Iraq and for her commitment to RAF Waddington, she was 
also subsequently appointed as an Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) in the Queen’s Birthday.

Honours List in 2014 for her commitment to RAF Benson and to 
adaptive sports. 

- B U S I N E S S  &  W O R K  R E L A T E D  L E A R N I N G -

N A T I O N A L  C A R E E R S  W E E K 
This year National Careers Week took place between 5th-9th 
March. This is the second year the school have participated in a 
whole school focus for the week, looking at Post-16 Pathways, 
Careers and job profiles. But this wasn’t just a small group of 
students that took part. Students in Yr 7 – 10, through form and 
class activities looked at ‘jobs of the future’. 

Would any of the following jobs really exist?

Space junk Recycler
Holographic Avatar Designer
Asteroid Mining Engineer

It is worth considering that 10 years ago the following jobs 
didn’t exist:

App developer
Cloud computing professionals
Uber driver
Vlogger … to name just a few!

In PE, a group of Year 9 and 10 students visited Mahdlo to listen 
to a presentation from Victoria Gosling (OBE), who spoke about 
her journey into the military and sporting world and becoming 
a business woman along the way. Victoria has a very impressive 
career and the students were able to take inspiration from her story. 
In History, students looked at jobs in Medieval and Tudor times. 
Year 10 students were able to see what topics are covered in ‘A’ level 
History. In Religious Studies, students looked at commodities and 
how these are distributed throughout the world. They learnt about 
fair trade and its values.

L E A R N  T O  E A R N  W O R K S H O P  
On the 5th and 6th February Year 9 students took part in a full-day 
‘Learn to Earn’ workshop, to encourage thought about what jobs 
and career they would like in the future.

To start the day, students were asked to think about their ‘ideal’ 
future lifestyle. What house did they want to live in? How many 
holidays would they like a year? How much would they budget 
for entertaining? – did they want to eat take-aways once a week? 
They added up how much this would cost a year and some of the 
students were surprised to learn that a ‘luxury’ lifestyle comes at a 
cost! Other students were more conservative with their aspirations, 
and could lead quite an affordable existence on a small budget. To 
have some of the ‘lifestyles’ the students aspired to, would mean 
they would need to earn at least £175,000 a year!

Fortunately, the students were then able to look at jobs available 
to them when they finish their studies. Most starting salaries 
were less than 20,000 and this was the ‘reality check’ they 
needed. The course enabled students to see what jobs were 
available to them within different sectors, starting salaries and 
monthly earnings after tax. They re-budgeted to their initial 
costings and discovered they will probably have to live at 

home for quite a number of years after starting their first job. 
Something parents will gladly look forward to….

The workshop also gave students the opportunity to take part in an 
interview. Again, something they will use shortly when they begin 
their college applications.

Hopefully the course gave students some idea about future jobs and 
careers they would like to pursue. It was planned, prior to option 
choices, to support their knowledge about the labour market and 
GCSE subjects that would complement their future ambitions.  
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- S T U D E N T  D E S T I N A T I O N S -

G R E E N H E A D  C O L L E G E

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
BRISTOL
HISTORY

 
English Literature: A*
History: A*
Geography: A

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
LEEDS

ITALIAN B & SPANISH

Mathematics: A*
Spanish: A
English Lang & Lit: B

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
BRADFORD

FILM AND TELEVISION 
PRODUCTION

Art and Design: C
Mathematics: E

THE UNIVERSITY OF
SHEFFIELD

HISTORY & SOCIOLOGY

History: A
Sociology: A
Government and Politics: C

THE UNIVERSITY OF
MANCHESTER MET

EVENTS MANAGEMENT 
(FOUNDATION)

History: C
Government and Politics: C
Biology: D

THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

PSYCHOLOGY

Art and Design: A*
Mathematics: B
Psychology: B

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NOTTINGHAM
NEUROSCIENCE

Geology: A*
Geography: A
Biology: A
Mathematics: B

GAP YEAR THEN  
THE QUEENS UNIVERSITY  

OF BELFAST
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY

History: B
Geography: B
Biology: C
Mathematics: B

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
MEDICINE (STAGE 1 ENTRY)
Biology: A*
Chemistry: A*
Mathematics: A*
Physics: A*

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
BRISTOL

GEOGRAPHY WITH ONE YEAR 

STUDY ABROAD
Mathematics: A*
Geography: A
Biology: A

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
SALFORD
NURSING

Mathematics: C
Biology: C
French: C

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
YORK

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 

LINGUISTICS
English Language: A
Psychology: B
Sociology: B

After leaving Saddleworth School school, the following students went on to Greenhead College to study for their A Levels and are now 
studying a variety of courses at their chosen university.

HANNAH BAKER

KATIE DOUGLAS

MILLY PATON-MOORE

FREYA BARRASS

HARRISON DURR

KIRSTY WATT

LUCY BREWSTER

BECKY HANNAH

HANNAH WILLIAMS

MAISIE BUTT

KATIE LEGGETT

PHINEAS WINTERBOTTOM

- C A R E E R S  W E E K -

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  P L A Y W R I G H T  A N D  P O E T  – 
C A T H Y  C R A B B 
On Tuesday 6th March, Saddleworth School welcomed award-winning playwright, poet and creative 
writing tutor at Manchester University, Cathy Crabb, to talk to a group of Year 9 pupils as part of 
Careers Week.

Cathy opened by telling the audience of her school days spent mostly in the mist of daydreams, how she 
was a target of bullying because of her surname ‘Crabb’, and how she used the handicap of only having 
sight in one eye to her advantage when writing because she lived in a 2D world. She spoke of how 
theatre had evolved into a place for a middle-class audience watching plays constructed of middle-class 
characters and how, in her early theatre days, she set about bringing change by writing plays involving 
working-class characters and all of the bad language and struggle to survive which accompanied them. 
These early plays were performed regularly in a pub in Salford.

Cathy introduced the pupils to creative writing by producing two imaginary characters and a prop of a 
crystal reflecting torchlight. The pupils gave the characters names and personalities and described how 
the female character lured the male character into her life via the spirit of the magic crystal. 

A question and answer session closed Cathy’s visit which proved extremely popular with pupils and staff 
as Cathy explained how she had started in theatre by working behind the scenes helping with lighting 
and props, costume dresser and front of house manager before progressing to become a successful 
playwright. After leaving school she trained at the Oldham Workshop and then went on to study drama 
at Salford college, followed by a degree and masters at Manchester University.

As well as several volumes of poetry, Cathy has written over fifty plays, her most successful being ‘The 
Bubbler’ and a play about Oldham Athletic, ‘Meat Pie, Sausage Roll’.
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High academic standards, 
a caring ethos and an 
excellent university 
programme are just some 
of the benefits Crompton 
House Sixth Form has to 
offer and these standards 
were evident in this 
year’s results. 

All our students achieved an impressive set of ‘A’ 
Level results with 100% pass rate and over 92% of  
all our students went on to University or Higher 
Education with most students achieving their first 
choice university including many of the top universities 
in the country. 

We are particularly delighted that 1 in every 3 students 
go on to Russell Group Universities with the help 
of our Aspire Programme.  This is supported by our 
dedicated tutors as well as close links to prestigious 
universities, including Oxbridge.  This gives students 
the best chance to stand out from the crowd. 
Saddleworth students are now studying a variety of 
courses, including Biological Science and Sport and 
Exercise Psychology.

We are Head Girl and Head Boy and are part of our  
Sixth Form Student Management Team. We are responsible 
for organising many of the activities and events which 
take place in the school and Sixth Form. Much of our work 
is charity based; last term we raised over £2000, which 
we were all very proud of. Another large part of our role 
involves organising the Year 13 Prom. We are responsible 
for setting the price and for the organisation of the theme, 
menu choices, photographer and DJ. Everything we do 
takes on board the student voice; we don’t make many 
decisions ourselves, but instead base them on the choices 
made by our fellow peers. We are always very busy, but 
thoroughly enjoy the role we have in the school and  
Sixth Form!

After achieving my GCSE’s 
at Saddleworth I decided to 
take up a place at Crompton 
House Sixth Form. I am a 
Subject Prefect for History 
and I have achieved my Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
This allowed me to build 
relationships with other 
participants even though I 
may not have known them 
as well as others.  Recently 
I have received all my 
university offers to study 
English Literature and 
Creative Writing.

I fully enjoyed my time at Crompton House Sixth Form – I was 
Deputy Head Girl and was involved in many charity and music 
events. I made the most of all opportunities available to me 
and this included doing the Extended Project Qualification 
and being part of the Aspire Programme. This included being 
involved in the mock trials and visits to Oxford University for 
Masterclasses. I achieved 2 ‘A*’ and 2 ‘A’ grades and I am now 
studying Law at Oxford University. 

I am currently studying 
medicine at Newcastle and 
training to be a doctor. My 
aim is to eventually be a 
surgeon. Crompton House 
Sixth Form really helped 
me achieve my potential, I 
was involved in the Aspire 
Programme which enabled 
me to attend a summer 
school for medics in 
Lancaster during the summer 
and this helped me get 
on to my medical degree. 
The Sixth Form was always 
there for help, support and 
advice when I needed it, 
when it came to interviews 
and providing tools and 
resources to get 3 A grades 
at ‘A’ level.
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I became a PE Subject 
Prefect so I have been able 
to get highly involved with 
organising and running 
sporting events for lower 
years within the school, 
this has helped me to 
improve practically as well 
as extending my knowledge.  
As a result I achieved a ‘B’ in 
my AS Level.  I also achieved 
the highest grade of an ‘A’ 
in Economics due to the 
constant support my tutor 
and teachers gave me. I now 
hope to study Economics at 
the University of Manchester.

Megan Loughlin
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My name is Ben Sinfi eld, I am 12 years and I joined 
Saddleworth School in September 2017. I am in 7O 
and I have made lots of new friends. 

When I fi rst came to school I was very nervous but also 
very excited. When I was placed in my new form we were 
given our diaries and timetables. I went to the canteen for 
dinner and it was a lot busier than at primary school. 

My fi rst week at school was very good, I enjoyed myself 
and started to make new friends. Over time I have loved 
coming to school because I have made new friends and 
have learnt more in my lessons. 

My favourite lessons are Science and History because 
both of these subjects I am interested in. In Science I 
love taking part in the practicals, my best experiment 
was when I burnt a crisp in a Bunsen burner. My 
favourite lesson in History was when in Mrs O’Leary’s 
lesson we learnt about the Spanish Armada. 

On a Tuesday I go to Rugby training with Mr Melling, 
I love to play Rugby. I have played in two games, we 
lost both of them but I enjoyed taking part. I played in 
a tournament and we were 2nd, we even got medals for 
taking part.

I like my teachers and teaching assistants because they 
are always friendly to me and help me in lessons when I 
am struggling. I like having the teaching assistants with 
me because they help when I am confused and don’t 
shout at me when I am stuck. 

My conclusion is that Saddleworth School is brilliant 
and I am looking forward to year 8!
Ben Sinfi eld

My mum is always going on about being mindful - what is 
being mindful you may ask yourself. Its about being aware 
of what is happening around you and of people that cross 
your path. Our actions have an eff ect on other people that 
we come into contact with and this has a knock on eff ect 
like ripples in a pond after you have thrown a stone into it.

If we are nasty to someone then that person could either 
become very depressed or they in turn could then take 
their anger out on another student. In science this is called 
cause and eff ect.

Starting secondary school can be really stressful! Mindful-
ness is a powerful way or tool to handle stress and live 
life more fully. Mindfulness is all about living fully in the 
present moment, without judgement (criticising) and with 
an attitude of kindness. My mum informs me its about 
breathing, noticing what’s happening right here and now 
(being in the moment if you wish), sending a gentle smile 
to whatever you’re experiencing in this moment (whether 
its easy or diffi  cult) and then letting it go.

You can be mindful anytime, anywhere, no matter what 
you’re doing. It sounds simple. But its not always easy to 
do, especially when you are stressed!

It does take practice, especially when things go wrong, 
simply take a deep breath and slowly breathe out. If you 
have to, then do this a few times until you feel calm 
and then by doing this you will feel much better within 
yourself.

Here are a few things to do at home:

• Yoga
• Meditation
• Write a journal
• Talk to someone
• Have a moment of thinking
• Don’t bottle up your emotions inside

Georgia Quinton

T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  B E I N G  M I N D F U L

M Y  T I M E  A T  S A D D L E W O R T H  S C H O O L  B Y  B E N  S I N F I E L D

Th e new evening show dates will be the following:
 
•    Wednesday 11th July
•    Th ursday 12th July
•    Friday 13th July
 
 
We are really excited about producing a superb, polished performance – 
please get these revised dates in your diaries! 

- W E  W I L L  R O C K  Y O U -

M I R A C U L U M  C H O I R  V I S I T 
We have a very exciting opportunity to welcome the Miraculum Choir 
from Hungary to School for two days. In order for this to happen we 
need host families to provide accommodation for two girls for the two 
nights on the 27th and 28th June. 
 
We still need 10 families to accommodate the girls, if you are 
able to help then please get in touch with Mrs Reece on 
a.reece@saddleworthschool.org



3 2  voice  S P R I N G  2 0 1 7 / 1 8 S P R I N G  2 0 1 7 / 1 8  voice 3 3

SECURITY
BACKGROUND

- S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  W E E K -

“Create, Connect and Share Respect: A better internet starts with you. 
Every year we raise awareness for internet safety, Safer Internet Day was 
celebrated globally on Tuesday 6th February 2018. Awareness was raised 
via lessons, form times and using the TV screens around school“.

Mr Nazir

Question 1. You update one of your profile pictures online 
and after two hours no one has liked it. What do you do?
A. Keep using the picture anyway. You chose it because you 
really liked it.
B. Delete the picture straight away. It can’t have been that nice 
if no one seems interested.
C. Message your friends and tell them they have to like your 
picture immediately!

Question 2. You are playing an online game and someone you 
don’t know wants to add you as a friend. What do you do?
A. Add them, it’s really nice to have more friends.
B. Let your parents or carers know, so they can check who it is.
C. Ask the unknown person a few questions first to get to 
know them.

Question 3. The latest online craze involves surprising your 
friends and trying to scare them as much as possible, then 
posting the video for everyone to see. Loads of your friends 
have done it and now say it’s your turn. How do you feel?
A. You eventually choose to take part and plan to apologise to 
the friend that you’ve scared afterwards.
B. You do it without hesitation. You don’t want to be the only 
one who’s left out!
C. You decide not to take part as you don’t know how it would 
make your friend feel.

Question 4. You have entered a photo into an online fancy 
dress competition and someone has left an unkind comment 
about your picture. What do you do?
A. Say something mean back, so they know how it feels.
B. Ask an adult to help you report the comment online.
C. Remove your entry from the competition and decide to 
never to take part in something like that online again.

Question 5. Your best friend tells you their password and says, 
‘If you’re a good friend then you’d share yours too.’ What do 
you do?
A. Say that you can’t share your password because it’s just for 
you.
B. Make up a password and tell it to him/her, to keep them 
happy.
C. Share your password, they’re a good friend and you trust 
them.

Question 6. You went to a party recently and there was a huge 
food fight. Someone filmed it and has put the video online, 
including the names of everyone involved. What do you do?
A. Nothing, you don’t mind that your name is online. It was 
just a bit of fun.
B. You feel a bit worried, but you and your friends decide to 
keep quiet about it.
C. You tell your parents about the video so that they can help 
you.

Question 7. You are doing your homework and want to check 
the info that you’ve found. The website says one thing but 
your friend says something completely different. How can you 
tell who is right?
A. Ask your friend where they got the answer, and go with 
what they say if it sounds trustworthy.
B. You want another opinion and so you check another couple 
of websites to help you decide.
C. The website must be right. If it’s online then it’s been 
written by experts.

Question 8. Someone from another school, that you know 
online, wants to meet you outside the local shops, so you can 
hang out together. You know their name but haven’t met them 
before. What should you do?
A. Tell them you’ll be there after school, and make sure your 
friends come with you.
B. Meet them outside the shops; it’s a busy place so you’ll feel 
safe by yourself.
C. Let your parents / carers know straight away.

Question 9. Your internet games accounts are private and 
you have fewer friends online than lots of people in your class. 
What do you do?
A. You don't add anyone you don’t know in person. You know 
who your true friends are and that’s what matters.
B. Ask your friends to recommend people that you could add. 
At least you'll know they're trustworthy.
C. Start to accept friend requests from anyone so you can get 
more friends as quickly as you can.

Question 10: You are in a group message conversation and 
the group leader removes one of your friends without telling 
them. They’re really upset... How do you react?
A. You decide to do nothing. Your friend may be upset but it’s 
not your problem.
B. Speak to your friend and decide together what to do next 
and advise them to speak to an adult they trust.
C. You leave the group immediately, as you don’t want to be 
part of it, but you don’t do anything else

How does the internet affect your day to day life and your friendships online?
Take our quiz now to find out…

For each question select ONE answer:



3 4  voice  S P R I N G  2 0 1 7 / 1 8 S P R I N G  2 0 1 7 / 1 8  voice 3 5

C R I M E  &  P U N I S H M E N T  G C S E  P A P E R 
On Friday the 23rd February, we were lucky enough to visit 
London, as part of a trip organised by the History Department. 
Forty Year 11 history students and four members of staff  spent 
two days in the capital - during which we visited the Tower 
of London, Whitechapel for the Jack the Ripper tour and the 
London Dungeons – as well as spending time in Leicester 
Square and Covent Garden. 
 
Day 1 – we met at school at 5.30am, preparing to set off  on our 
glorious adventure to the land of our Queen. We arrived at the 
Tower mid-morning and spent two hours exploring the home of 
the prestigious crown jewels; crowns, orbs and sceptres lined the 
rooms of the Tower, dating back from the time of Henry III and 
his successors and presently guarded by the Beefeaters. Th e tower 
included the spot on which Mary, Queen of Scots, and Anne 
Boleyn were both executed – alongside countless others from the 
nation’s history.

After an hour’s shopping at Covent Garden and Leicester Square 
(where we saw the Shakespeare statue and intricately built models 
at the Lego Shop) and a loud, delicious meal at Pizza Express, we 
ventured to the once lethal town of Whitechapel to take part in a 

late night (and freezing!) tour highlighting the stories 
surrounding Jack the Ripper and his terrifi ed neighbours. 
Our tour guide took us to the streets where victims had been 
discovered, gruesomely murdered, over 100 years ago, and 
showed us the ‘Ten Bells’ pub – frequently used by Mr Ripper 
and his victims alike. Interestingly, this pub was owned by TV 
chef Jamie Oliver’s great great grandfather!

Day 2 – Th e group departed from our hotel in Wembley and 
travelled to the London Dungeons, located in County Hall. We 
had never experienced so much mass hysteria and fright (and that 
was just from Mrs O’Leary and Miss Poppleton) – there were some 
terrifi c actors playing London’s darkest characters. A highlight of 
the experience was witnessing a ‘serial killer’ fl irt with one of the 
accompanying staff , much to their horror. We experienced being 
tortured like Guy Fawkes, contracting the plague like most of 
England did and the roaring fl ames of the Fire of London.
It was a thrilling experience over the two days, allowing us to be 
captivated by the rich and fascinating history of both our capital 
and the wider country.

By Tom Doyle & Megan Bruton

- H I S T O R Y  T R I P  T O  L O N D O N -
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- S K I  T R I P -

February half term saw us take 61 excited pupils away to Austria on the ski trip. 
After a slow start (the coach being two hours late) we headed off  to Seefeld. We 
spent 5 days skiing in some of the best conditions possible. Th e weather was 
extremely cold, but the sun was out, only adding to everyone's enjoyment. For two 
days we skied while it was snowing. Th is led to the more advanced skiers ploughing 
through about a foot of powder at the top of the mountain. Amazing! Th e 
beginners all advanced onto the mountain and were able to experience the green 
slopes before the end of the week.

On the fi nal day we had a trip to Innsbruck, an absolutely beautiful city at the 
foot of the mountains. Th e children all managed to fi nd the most expensive shops 
possible to spend all of their holiday cash. 

All in all, I think it is fair to say that all people (staff  included) had a fantastic time. 
Can't wait for the next one!

Mr Moule

P E N N Y  B E A R D M O R E  9 V
"I really enjoyed the ski trip as I progressed 
over the week. By the end of the week I even 
completed a black run without falling over. I had 
a really great time with lots of my friends"

S A M A N T H A  L A I S T E R  9 N
It was my second year skiing, it was great. Th e 
trip is excellent. Th e holiday reps and coach 
drivers are really friendly. It was especially funny 
when Mr Moule face planted and we lost him 
for fi ve minutes. Th e views from the top of the 
mountain were unbelievable and the food was 
'interesting'.

B E T T Y  T R O I S I  9 V
Th is year was my second year skiing. It was 
hilarious as Mr Simkins (a very good skier) fell 
off  the t-bar lift. Th e ski instructors were very 
helpful and took us on some really high slopes. I 
would love to go again.

Y A S M I N  O S B O R N E  9 Y
I had a great time. It was a really good 
experience and I got to know so many people 
and made lots of new friends from diff erent year 
groups. I loved skiing with my friends.
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- R A I S I N G  T H E  P R O F I L E  O F 
M O D E R N  F O R E I G N  L A N G U A G E S 

A T  S A D D L E W O R T H -

This year we have been on a mission to raise the profile 
of languages across Saddleworth School in a bid to 
show our students how valuable a language can be.

A huge thank you must go out to every form tutor that 
has encouraged their tutees to enter our fortnightly form 
challenges. We have had winners from every year group 
and huge interest shown given the competitive nature of 
the tasks, from recognising famous French and German 
brands to translating Roald Dahl book titles.

We also held a presentation for all Year 9 pupils just 
before Christmas. A former Saddleworth pupil came 
back to visit and told us all about his career as a football 
kit designer for Puma in Germany. He spoke in detail 
about how invaluable languages have been for him 
and also about the incredible opportunities he has 
had as a result of pursuing languages. We received an 
overwhelming amount of positive feedback from our 
pupils and their parents alike; many of whom have said 
that the talk inspired them and has encouraged them to 
choose a language for GCSE. We hope to see Matthew 
again soon to offer the same opportunities to our Year 
8 students. Many thanks to Mrs McGroaty for all her 
support in organising Matthew's visit!

More recently, all of our Year 8 MFL students who 
achieved the best effort grades in AW1 and AW2 were 
rewarded with a French African drumming workshop. 
It was a huge privilege to work with Drumroots and to 
see our students thoroughly enjoying their workshops 
and learning about the traditions and history behind 
the rhythms and songs they learnt. There were also 
some extremely talented drummers, despite all being 
beginners, so watch this space for some future talent!

This term we will be launching the return of our Y7 
Spelling Bee. The event proved to be hugely popular 
last year with all forms gathering together in the hall 
to compete and encourage their top spellers in the 
inter-form competition. We hope the event will be just 
as successful this year and will be sending our Year 7 
students home with word lists soon. Please feel free to 
get involved and support them as much as you can! 

Many thanks to all for your continued support!

Miss Lees Curriculum Leader for MFL

On the 9th February, 20 pupils from Year 9, along with Mr 
Parkes, Miss Lees and Marie, our Foreign Language Assistant, 
went to the University of Manchester to experience the Viva! 
Languages Day. The day started in a lecture theatre with an 
introduction to how languages can help you in your career. 
There were a number of university language students helping 
out and they introduced themselves. They study a wide variety 
of languages, not just the ones you expect, but also languages 
such as Chinese, Russian and Japanese.

We were then put into film project teams and allocated a student 
helper. Our task was to plan out a short video illustrating the 
importance of languages. Groups used a wide variety of situations, 
such as at a travel agent, in a restaurant in school and many more. 
Our student helpers guided us and gave us props to use. 

After lunch we all met up again in the lecture theatre to be put into 
classes for a language taster session. Some of us tried Portuguese, 

Italian and others Chinese. We learned a number of basic phrases 
and customs in a new language.

At the end of the language taster session, we all met up again in 
the lecture theatre to watch back all the videos we had made. Some 
were very clever, some were funny and some just plain bizarre! 
There was just enough time to go on a small tour of part of the 
university campus before we came back to school.

A great day was had by all, we learned a lot and all Saddleworth 
School pupils participated excellently, showing great confidence 
in asking questions in the lecture theatre and throwing themselves 
into creating brilliant role play videos. Our host for the day, Sonja 
Bernard, Languages Outreach Co-ordinator, said of our pupils, “It 
was great meeting your pupils. They were so enthusiastic and a real 
joy to work with!”

Eccellente! Excelente! 优秀!

On the 7th February the MFL department invited an 
organisation called Drumroots into school, an educational 
music charity. The aim of this was to motivate and inspire 
pupils in French culture and give them an authentic 
experience from the world of ‘Francophonie’ (the French-
speaking world). Many people don’t realise that 8 of the top 
10 French-speaking countries aren’t in Europe, but in Africa 
and the country with the biggest French-speaking population 
isn’t France, but the Democratic Republic of Congo!

Jamie and Andrew from Drumroots led two sessions, one for 
NAVYE and one for TGOLD in Year 8. The pupils selected to 
participate were the 80 pupils with the best effort grades across 
AW1 and AW2. Pupils learned some drumming techniques, 
traditional African songs and by the end of the session were able 
to perform a song as a group. 

Thanks go to Miss Lees, Mr Scorey and our Foreign Language 
Assistants, Sina and Marie for helping make it a successful day.

F R E N C H / A F R I C A N  D R U M M I N G  E X P E R I E N C E

M F L  M A N C H E S T E R  U N I V E R S I T Y  T R I P
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- T O U R  O F  C H I N A -

Miss Pickett

by

On 26th December 2017, after months of planning and 
rehearsing I finally set off at 11am on a snowy Boxing 
Day morning to Manchester Airport. After two flights 
amounting to 14 hours, many films and endless food and 
drinks with the excellent Turkish airlines we finally landed 
in Shanghai at 5pm the following day where we met up 
with our soloists, Russian violinist Artem Kotov and 
baritone Terence den Dulk from Australia.

Arriving at the Rayfont Downtown Hotel, we had barely 
half an hour to freshen up before the coach took us to the 
Cheers Café, which had given over the upstairs room to 
our group and put on a special Slaithwaite Philharmonic 
welcome meal for us. 

After a lie in and an interesting breakfast the following 
morning of dumplings, a porridge-style rice concoction, 
little bread buns with an interesting sweet filling, and an 
array of noodle and meat dishes that I would not normally 
associate with breakfast-time, we had free time to explore 
the local area or Shanghai before our afternoon rehearsal in 
the world famous Shanghai Symphony Hall, home of the 
Shanghai Symphony orchestra and various international 
orchestras. This was the first of 9 consecutive concerts, in 
9 different cities with up to around 1000 in the audience 
each time. 

Our first rehearsal was quite long because we had so many 
new, unfamiliar items to prepare. (Subsequent rehearsals 
were much shorter.) As this was our first concert, with a 
new programme in a high-profile venue we were eager to 
play our best and the audience seemed to appreciate it. 
It was a real privilege to play at that venue and we were 
fortunate to get that opportunity because of our orchestra’s 
long history.

The following day we began the actual touring, with a 
long journey every day (sometimes up to 2 bullet trains, 

2 coaches and towards the end of the tour a coach and 
aeroplane), sleeping in beautiful 4 & 5* hotels with a 
new concert venue in a different city every evening which 
covered various provinces and varying climates. Our 
concert schedule:

 28/12/17 Shanghai Symphony Hall

 29/12 Dushu Lake Theatre, Suzhou, Jiangsu Province

 30/12 Yueyuang Culture and Artistic Convention 
and Exhibition Centre, Hunan Province

 31/12 Pingxiang Grand Theatre, Jiangxi Province

 1/1/18 Jiangxi Artistic Centre, Nanchang, Jiangxi 
Province

 2/1 Xingyan Hall, Zhaoqing, Guangdong Province

 3/1 Foshan Nanhai Cinema Theatre, Foshan,  
 Guangdong Province

 4/1 Guilin Grand Theatre, Guilin, Guangxi 
Province

 5/1 Beihai People’s Theatre, Beihai, Guangxi 
Province

We received a warm welcome everywhere. The audiences, 
unlike ours tended to be noisy but extremely appreciative 
and included large numbers of children who enjoyed 
coming to the front of the auditorium and pretending to 
conduct. The audiences loved the solos: Artem’s stylish 
interpretation of Sarasate’s ‘Zigeunerweisen’, and Terry’s 
beautiful rendition of ‘Danny Boy’ and ‘Cavatina Figaro’ 
by Rossini. Our encores were a Chinese film song, 
translated as ‘Velvet Blossom’ and the famous ‘ Radetsky 
March’ by Strauss which when we played it on New 
Year’s Day felt very special as I had grown up watching 
the New Year’s Day concert on TV played by the Vienna 
Philharmonic who always played this. It was rousing finish 
each night to some spectacular concerts.

Our programme:

Shostakovich: Festive Overture   
Ellin: River Cities
Bizet: Toreador’s Song
Elgar: Nimrod
Beethoven: Violin Romance No 1
Sarasate: Zigeunerweisen
Walton: Spitfire Prelude and Fugue
Zheng Lu Mahong: Great News from Beijing
Strauss: Thunder and Lightning Polka
Verdi: The Force of Destiny Overture
Trad., arr Percy Grainger: Danny Boy
Rossini: Cavatina Figaro, Largo al Factotum from The Barber 
of Seville
Mussorgsky: A Night on the Bare Mountain
Mascagni: Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana
Strauss: Auf der Jagd Polka
Trad. arr Cheng Yuan: Velvet Blossom
Strauss: Radetzky March

When we weren’t rehearsing, giving concerts or travelling we 
had time to explore the cities. We saw real China with the 
hustle and bustle of the markets, the madness of cars and 
trucks everywhere in the roads (the white lines may as well 

not be there), hundreds of high rise tower blocks to stunning 
countryside and also the beautiful gardens and towers. I went 
to the Yueyang Gardens and tower, Liang Yuan Gardens 
(belonging to the family of one of our student violinists) and 
the Sun and Moon towers.

It was also my birthday whilst we were there which was 
made a special occasion by the members of the orchestra, 
playing ‘Happy Birthday’ to me before rehearsal in the style 
of Schoenberg, presenting me with 2 huge strawberry gateau 
cakes and singing in harmony to a host of us going out for a 
meal after the concert. One I will never forget!

This was definitely a trip of a lifetime and an experience both 
musically and culturally. Becoming involved with music 
presents many opportunities and experiences in life as well 
as bringing people together to form friendships and this tour 
provided all of those.

You may want to read about my trip in detail and see more 
photos in my blog on: www.chinatour985.wordpress.com. 

Information about forthcoming concerts given by 
Slaithwaite Philharmonic can be found at: www.spo.org.
uk. You are all welcome to come along and support myself 
and the orchestra.
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B E E C H W O O D 
Recently a group of Key Stage 3 Saddleworth students 
helped out at the Beechwood Lodge Retirement 
Community. The students were asked to provide 
entertainment to some of our communities most 
vulnerable people. While the students were there they 
organised and hosted a bingo game, performed a dance 
routine and read examples of school work.

The residents were delighted to see the students and 
enjoyed the comfort and excitement that our students 
bought to the day. All of the lodgers enjoyed the 
opportunity to speak to young people and recount stories 
of their past. Some of the more excitable residents even got 
up and started dancing with our pupils.

Tia Simpson, one of our Year 7 pupils said, “It was an 
amazing day. The people at the centre were nice and it 
made me feel really happy to help out.”

Another Year 7 student, Katie Finneran added, “It 
was useful and interesting to take care of the older 
people. It is something I might like to do as a job in 
the future.”

The students left the home knowing that they had 
made a massive positive impact on the residents. They 
are looking forward to returning to the centre in the 
future.

- C O M M U N I T Y - - E L E V A T E -

Two groups of Year 10 students have been involved in a 
revision project called Elevate. External speakers came in 
to run a session on effective revision techniques and how 
to use time wisely leading up to exams. Miss Cook and 
Mrs Turmeau are now running additional sessions on 
Wednesday lunch times to reinforce the tips, strategies 
and techniques which will hopefully be useful in the run 
up to Year 10 mock exams later this year. The students 
have used games on the computer, watched videos on 
advice given from University students and researched 
exam syllabuses to ensure that they know the topics that 
could come up in their final exams in Year 11.

 

This is what the students had to say about the 
sessions….

 “It has taught me to read the syllabus before starting 
revision” – Alfie Spurr

“It shows you easy ways to revise and steps to follow” – 
Ellis Heginbotham

“It was useful for revision techniques. It helps prepare 
you for an exam” – Thomas Potts 10Y

“It helps me organise my time to revise by planning 
things in advance” – Darcy Whyatt

“I liked how we were told to find 
out what exam syllabus we used 
for each subject as I had no idea 
about this prior to this course” 
Jodie Watson

“It has been useful to help me 
understand what I needed to 
include in my revision notes” 
Caitlin Worth

FOSS
Friends of Saddleworth School (FOSS) are a fundraising 
group made up of parents, teachers and members of 
the local community with the aim of raising money 
to enhance the experiences of children at Saddleworth 
School. We have been established for over two years now, 
and in that time we have raised money that has paid for 
various events, resources and initiatives. Over the past 
year, we have hosted a fashion show by Saddleworth 
Boutique and organised a Key Stage 3 disco, and we 
attend every parents’ evening and open evening events to 
serve tea, coffee and biscuits to visitors.

Our upcoming events include a ‘Table Top’ sale on 
20th May 2018, which will take place from 10am – 
1pm in the school gym. Reserving a table will cost 
£10 - if you would like to book one please contact 
joty102@btinternet.com before 13th May. We are also 
in the process of planning another fashion show due 
to the resounding success of our last event, and will 
confirm the date and time as soon as that is booked. 
As part of the transition for the upcoming Year 7’s we 
are also planning a school disco in the hall on 6th July 
from 7 – 9pm.

We have just set up a ‘Lucky Numbers’ scheme where 
parents can pay £1 a month through ParentPay and then 
each month we will draw a number. If your number is 
drawn then you will win half of whatever is in the ‘pot’, 

and FOSS will receive the other half to add to our 
funds. For the remainder of this year it will be £5, and 
then a new scheme will begin in September, which will 
be £12 for the year. We hope that parents will support us 
in this scheme, and be in with a chance of winning a pot 
of money. The more people who play the bigger the pot! 

FOSS are also hoping to do a ‘big prize’ raffle in the 
summer but we need people to donate prizes. We would 
be grateful if any parents could donate a prize, or if there 
are any local businesses people are aware of who would 
be willing to support the raffle. If you are able to do this 
please email joty102@btinternet.com with the details. 
Furthermore, if any parents would like to donate to 
FOSS you can do this through ParentPay.

For any further information about FOSS please follow our 
Facebook page (Friends of Saddleworth School) which 
provides details of planned events and committee meetings. 
We meet every half term in a local pub, but if you are 
interested in helping out and do not want to commit to 
the regular meetings, please email Jo Jones on jo_s_jones@
hotmail.com so we have a record of your details.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody 
who has supported our events, and we look forward to 
welcoming new parents to the group and raising even more 
money for the children of Saddleworth School.
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- L I T E R A C Y  P R O J E C T - - P O E M S -

P A R T N E R S  I N  P O E T R Y
Following discussions within the Dovestone Learning 
Partnership, the aim of the project was to find a way of 
inspiring younger students to write more creatively and for 
pleasure.

The project was discussed with KS2 teachers back in December 
and, by January, Mr Lucas and Mrs Michell began visiting eight 
primary schools within the Partnership, with a selection of forty 
Language for Learning Ambassadors. Vital to the team was 
Graham Unsworth – IT Technician, resident poet and published 
writer – who has already done some inspiring work over the last 
couple of years with a variety of Saddleworth students, including 
those who are more reluctant writers. Dave Gillon also did a 
sterling job of ensuring we travelled safely and recorded the visits 
with some stunning photography, whilst fully participating in 
the activities too.

Building on skills students had already acquired with their Year 5 
or 6 teacher, each session lasted around two hours and involved 

work on metaphors, powerful vocabulary, drama and a reading 
from Graham’s current novel which includes the powerful 
character Captain Bludd. The aim was for every student to 
produce a poem on the topic chosen by their primary school.

Students engaged with great enthusiasm, and loved being able to 
talk to someone who has had their writing published. There was 
also keen competition to see who could impress Graham with 
their writing skills.

The 350 students involved all submitted poems, the top twenty-
five per cent of each school being selected to be involved in the 
semi-final. These are being published in a booklet – ‘Voices in 
Verse’ – to be shared with all those involved and celebrated at the 
Saddleworth Literary Festival. The top ten per cent have been 
put forward to the final, with professional author, Cathy Crabb, 
selecting the overall winners. It really will be a tough decision 
as the standard is so high. The competition winners were 
announced on Sunday 25th March at the Festival.

It all started when Mr Milburn thought of the Dovestone 
Learning Partnership Poetry Project. The project started because 
Saddleworth wanted to help future generations of writers in our 
local primary schools. He asked English teachers Mrs Michell, 
Mr Lucas and Mr Unsworth (resident poet) to put together 
sessions which would help develop their language skills and 
encourage them to participate in a joint poetry competition.

Back in October, Mrs Michell asked for volunteer Language 
for Learning Ambassadors from Years 7 to 10 who could help 
develop language skills in others. I wanted to do this as I am a 
people person and I felt great having the opportunity to inspire 
and mould these young kids into future poets, actresses and 
maybe the new aspiring book writers like Jacqueline Wilson.

The job of Language for Learning Ambassadors going into 
primary schools was to enrich the creativity in young primary 
school students. A good ambassador needed to listen to students 
and help them develop their ideas using guidance from Mr 
Lucas, Mrs Michell and Mr Unsworth. 

We had two sessions in each of the different primary schools in 
which we showed them descriptive and creative writing. The 
ambassadors were there to help and assist them if they didn’t 
understand something. We also showed them some acting skills 
and we had some little games thrown in so we would all be on 
our feet having fun. 

I went to St Thomas Leesfield Primary. The experience was great 
just mixing with the kids. Being part of what makes them better 
at English just touched my soul. One of the children, Nathan 
even said, “I’m going to put my X box away and go home and 
write a story. Now that just hit home for me the fact that we had 
inspired this boy to the point he wanted to put all things aside 
and focus on his English and his writing. It amazed me how 
much two sessions could do. 

Inspiring the young generation gives me hope. It’s rejuvenating 
and just a wonderful feeling to have.

Winner Year 9

L A N G U A G E  F O R  L E A R N I N G  A M B A S S A D O R S  I N S P I R E  Y O U N G S T E R S

War Poetry
Stumbling, rushing, running
To the recruitment office I went
Nervous, excited, keen
My death request I sent.
Distraught and disappointed
For the sake of my parents I did not repent.

How quaint and curious war can be
It’ll bind you over
And money isn’t the fee

Proud I dressed myself in my own burial torment
Unknowingly, I reserved my seat in hells brutal torment
Armed with Satan’s wicked gifts
The Angel of death took on its long shifts
We marched through to the valley of death
I heard the panting and wailing of my brother’s last breath
I watched the lives of men be taken; as they rested under an apple tree.
By the angel of death and it’s ruthless bitter ice Machete

How quaint and curious war can be
It’ll bind you over
And money isn’t the fee

Now I know it’s clear to see
That it was a web of deceit believed by you and me
‘For King and country’ and all that fuss
Now has deaths jaws wide open and waiting for us
The sun never rises among the damned and forsaken
Nor are they mourned when they are taken

Shauna Kenyon

Year 9

War Poetry 
It’s time to pull the trigger
It’s time to face facts
That war is not a fairy tale
And at my heart it hacks
I see his standing figure
He is beaten by the hail
And inner storm
He must conform
It’s every soldier’s battle

It’s time to hear him cry
It’s time to feel his pain
Because war is not a fairy tale
The truth hangs in my brain
The life we lead is pale
And now he has to say goodbye
His fight is done
Life by a gun
It’s every soldier’s battle

It’s time to face the guilt
It time to keep the fight
As war is not a fairytale
And in my soul, no light
Now his blood I have spilt
My hear is frail
I must move on he is gone
It’s every soldier’s battle

Aimee Torr

Year 9

Always Aim High
As soon as I stepped into Saddleworth School,
I already knew I didn’t want to be cool,
I wanted to be elegant and smart
My whole life ahead of me it’s a fresh start.

The register continues, I reply with ready
Because I wanted to start things nice and steady
I pick up my pen and start to
Write in the book
There is a note off my mother, saying
“Caitlin good luck”

As days, weeks and months went by
I was so confident, I was aiming high,
There I had it, I achieved all my petals
Throughout the mission I fought
Through nettles

Caitlin Hunt

Year 8

The blue sapphire sky
The anthracite wall makes the,
Emerald green trees stand out like,
Saffron orange on battleship grey

The azure sky blinds me,
As I lay down by the,
Hot
Scorching sun.

The illumines coloured blue,
Brightens up the,
Magical Ocean

As the waves move
Smoothly
Across the sea bed.

Hannah Barratt-Maher

Year 8
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I am delighted to announce that I have been overwhelmed 
with the generosity of our staff and students once again 
this term. A range of charitable events have taken place in 
school, supporting numerous local and national charitable 
organisations. 

Our target for the end of this Academic Year is to surpass £10,000 
in fund raising and we are now more than two thirds of the way 
towards that total and are therefore well ahead of schedule.

The proceeds of the Christmas Jumper Day were split up between 
several charities, on the request of our burgeoning Pupil Charity 
Committee (see attached picture with their charity ambassador 
badges). The Manchester Children’s hospital received a cheque for 
£200 and we are looking forward to supporting Rosie Naylor’s 
fund raising efforts on behalf of this charity in the near future as 
it is an organisation that is very close to her heart, with her having 
spent 12 months at the hospital when she was very unwell last year. 

We have once again supported The Gem Appeal this year to the 
tune of £330 via proceeds from a PE raffle, an e-bay sporting 
memorabilia auction and a donation from the Christmas Jumper 
Day. The Alder Hey Children’s hospital and the Children’s Society 
were each sent £100 and in addition to Mr Simkins leading the 

Key 103 Christmas Toy Appeal we sent a donation of £200 to 
the Key 103 Cash4Kids campaign. The Mayor of Oldham was 
appealing for donations and with his son a member of our school 
we felt it appropriate to support one of his designated charities, 
that being “Maggie’s Oldham.” We were able to fund this with the 
remainder of the Christmas Jumper Day money (£184). 

Various forms in Year 8 have been conducting bake sales at break 
times and in their lunch periods. Charities that have benefitted 
from our philanthropy are the Pennine Animal Reserve, Dr 
Kershaws and the Blue Cross dog’s charity. 

Mr Twigg’s form (7T) have been busy raising money via Cake 
Sales and to date they have banked over £150 for the RSPCA 
and Cancer Research organisations. Millie Mumford Lloyd is an 
integral part of 7T and is making outstanding contributions to 
the school’s efforts and is a girl simply on a fund raising mission! I 
am sure you will enjoy reading more about her efforts in her own 
feature in this magazine. 

I look forward to writing about our Sport Relief activities in the 
next issue of the Voice magazine and wish you well in any fund 
raising you are involved in between now and then. Yours in charity. 

Mr Melling

- C H A R I T A B L E  G I V I N G -
It is a pleasure to be able to write a brief report for you on the 
work of the Saddleworth School Charity Committee. This school 
year the committee is led by Archie Duncan and Kirsten Fletcher. 
We are both in Year 11, serving the school as Deputy Head Boy 
and Girl respectively and as co-heads of the Charity Committee.

 If you need to find us you should be able to spot us by our 
yellow badges. We would be delighted if you wished to join the 
committee and you can do so by speaking to us or by discussing 
it with Mr Melling. The position of Charity Ambassador is an 
opening available to students from all year groups. 

We are very proud of the generosity of the school students, staff 
and community in supporting the charities that we have raised 
money for so far. As a school we have raised much needed funds 
for: Children In Need, 'Wear it Pink Day' for Breast Cancer 
Awareness, our local food banks, and Macmillan through their 
Coffee Morning events.

Still to come, the Committee is looking forward to supporting 
Sport Relief, Manchester Children's Hospital and a well-known 
dementia charity - all of our plans come from our students' own 
drive to support what they believe in so if you have any particular 
connection to or feel strongly about any given charity please come 
and let us know.

One of the features of our committee work which is most pleasing 
is the opportunity to meet to discuss, plan and organise and run a 
range of charitable events within the school. This allows us to do 
our bit to support local, national and international situations where 
people are in greatest need. 

Thank you to everybody who has been involved in the school's 
charity work this year, including Mr Melling who has been a 
fantastic organiser of our group, and the staff and students who 
have put their time and effort into our events. If you would like to 
work with us on any projects please do get in touch.

Kirsten Fletcher 11E & Archie Duncan 11E

T H E  S C H O O L  A T  I T S  B E S T

C H A R I T Y  B A S K E T B A L L  E V E N T
On the Friday before February half term, 8L ran a charity 
basketball event. The aim was for pupils to shoot as many 
baskets as they could in one minute, paying 50p a go. At the 
end of the competition, the person with the most points won 
a basketball, donated by Mr Parkes. The winner was Harry 
Buckley in Year 8, well done Harry! The idea was thought up 
by Josh Burgin, and many 8L pupils helped out on the day. A 
special mention needs to go Oscar Stell, who did an excellent 
job of drumming up business and cutting deals with potential 
customers to get them to hand over their money.

On the Friday after half term, 8L ran a cake sale outside room 
L8 and outside the hall. Many pupils either baked or bought 
cakes to sell and before lunchtime had finished all the cakes were 
gone. Although they were all brilliant, a special mention goes to 
Ben Bouchard, who could sell his cakes for £4 each if he had a 
shop in Uppermill, and Amy Chadwick, who made a whole cake 
and sold every slice.

In total, 8L raised £44.40 and chose Dr. Kershaw’s Hospice to 
receive the donation. Of course, the last mention needs to go to 
all the pupils who either participated in the basketball event, or 
who bought cakes. All of the money will make a big difference. 
Thank you!

D O G S  T R U S T
We have been very busy planning our ideas to help raise money for 
the Dogs Trust. Miles in March is about getting together with our 
friends and family to help raise money by counting the number 
of miles we do each day by either, walking, running, cycling, 
swimming or any other daily activity. We have lots of ideas and 
have already planned the following:-

Cycling and running routes, including taking part in the local park 
runs. Dog walking, a bake sale, and an ice-cream run, you never 
know we might even get to do a snow run!

We have set up a justgiving page so all the money donated goes 
directly to the Dogs Trust. We have worked hard at designing lots 
of posters to advertise what we are doing and you will see these 
around school and in our local community. Mr Healey has helped 
too by creating a mile tracker on the school VLE. This is so any 
pupil or teacher can take part by logging their miles and activities 
each day. There will be a prize for the form with the most miles! 
Pupils and teachers taking part can gain their community petal, 
please join in if you can. 

Take a look at our justgiving page to see what we have been up to 
and support us by telling friends and family what we are doing.  
We would really like to reach our target. We will be posting updates 
throughout March so keep popping back and visiting.

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/saddleworthschool

We are really looking forward to having some healthy fun with our 
friends and families while raising money at the same time.
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- S P O R T I N G  H I G H L I G H T S -

B A S K E T B A L L 
The Saddleworth Year 7 basketball players were out 
in force for the annual tournament at the Sport 
For All Centre in Failsworth. Splitting up into a 
Purple Team and a Blue Team to maximise game 
time the lads took on opposition from Bluecoat, 
Failsworth and Radclyffe. Both teams registered 
victories against Failsworth and the Blue team 
gained the bragging rights on their Purple team 
school-mates with a hard fought 14-12 

victory. Bluecoat emerged as unbeaten Champions 
on the day beating Radclyffe in the final on a 
day where the sport of basketball was the real 
winner. Outstanding performances came from 
Elijah Pomfrey and Jayden Finnerty. The lads can 
now look forward to joining forces as they host 
Denton Community College, Oasis Academy and 
Failsworth in a Junior NBA tournament on Friday 
23rd March in the Saddleworth School sports hall 
at 2pm. 

A T H L E T I C S 
Year 7 Indoor Athletics
Congratulations to the year 7 pupils who competed in 
the Oldham School's Indoor Athletics Championships 
which was held at Newman College on Monday, 12th 
March. The boys were joint 1st and the girls were 2nd 
overall. Pupils had to compete in a variety of different 
track and field events, well done to all who competed, 
you were a credit to the school.

Girls team: Mia Dyer, Erin Mitchell, Millie Hampson, 
Brianna Liddle, Millie Mumford-Lloyd, Molly 
Doolan-gilder, Freya Parsons and Robyn Pines.

Boys team: Harley Edge, Matthew McGuire, Max 
Thompson, Declan Hawker, Odhran Tiffany, Jayden 
Finnerty and Finlay Brown.

D A N C E
Our contemporary dance team performed a routine 
that they had been working hard to perfect at a local 
competition held at The Oldham Academy North 
on Wednesday, 7th March. We were proud to secure 
second place against much older opposition and we 
left the arena with our heads held high. All the other 
teams put on amazing performances and it was an 
honour to be involved in such a great experience. 

On the day we arrived at school for an early morning 
practice session before departing on the school mini 
bus. Once we had arrived at the venue we had another 
opportunity to practice our moves and then we 
watched the other teams perform their routines.

When we then got our chance to shine it was both 
nerve racking and enjoyable at the same time! We 
gave everything in our dance and in the end it was 
worth all the effort as we received second place and 
certificates 

of commendation. Hopefully next year we will 
do even better and maybe even get first place. The 
most important fact is that we all had great fun and 
love being involved in our Wednesday afternoon 
dance club. Our coach from Infinity Dance, Alex 
Blake-Jacks commented that the girls "have done 
exceptionally well and are a credit to the school. They 
are all such polite and sensible ladies and I am looking 
forward to our next event." Well done to all of the 
girls involved.

R U G B Y
The Year 9 team team played Cowley High from 
St Helens, in the NW Champions Cup Plate 
Competition.

In soggy conditions, we took an early grip on the first 
half, with an expansive move finished off by Jacob 
'Dougy' Douglas converted by Zach Eckersley.

Over the next ten minutes, we completely dominated 
the defensive game, forcing Cowley into errors which 
served to provide us with forward momentum.
Two quick tries followed, each move finished off and 
then converted by the mercurial Zach Eckersley. 
In the second half we rotated our healthy squad and 
gave all our subs a chance to enter the fray from the 
bench. This seemed to galvanise Cowley, who started 
to put some decent attacks together.
 

Following a scrappy ten minutes of rugby tennis, 
Cowley finally eased the ball over line - with the last 
move of the match.
All in all a decent performance from the boys. 
 
Special mentions go to: 
Hayden Wheeldon: solid debut performance.
Isaac Pomfrey: Lion in defence. Intelligent going 
forward.
Fin Ashton: improving every game.
Ryan Hibbert: Blockbusting tackles.
Dylan Turner: a beast of a prop performance.
Most Valuable Player: Zach Eckersley - a true leader 
on the field.
 
Mr Jackson
 Y9 Rugby Coach
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- R E S U L T S -

A T H L E T I C S

Year 7
Year 7 Girls 2nd
Year 7 Boys joint 1st

B A S K E T B A L L

Year 7
The Saddleworth Year 7 basketball 
players were out in force for the annual 
tournament at the Sport For All Centre in 
Failsworth. 

Year 8
Saddleworth Year 8 were crowned 
cup kings of basketball at the annual 
tournament staged at the Sport For All 
Centre.
The team registered 4 wins and 1 defeat 
(against Oasis Academy) in the group 
stages of the competition but cranked 
up their level of performance to turn the 
tables on Oasis 12-5 in the semi-final. 
Saddleworth left their best display for 
the final where they were victorious over 
Failsworth 19-8 to clinch the title as 
Oldham Champions.
The most valuable player accolade for the 
afternoon was awarded to Blake Morgan.
 

Year 9
The Year 9 basketball team suffered 
mixed fortunes in the annual Oldham 
Schools’ tournament. The team exited 
the competition at the group stages after 
narrow defeats to Newman College and 
eventual victors Failsworth

F O O T B A L L
Year 7
V’s Newman College (won but score not known)

Year 8

2-1 V’s Newman College 

N E T B A L L
Year 7
9-10 V’s Hulme Grammar School
The Year 7A Netball team finished the 
season with a spectacular performance at 
the Oldham Schools Rally. They fought 
hard in each game and finished 2nd overall, 
bringing home the silver medals. 
Player of the tournament: Caitlin Lunn

The Year 7B Netball team aslo attended the 
rally and played exceptionally well
Player of the tournament: Amy B and Halle B

Year 8
27-17 V’s Hulme Grammar School
Player of the match was Grace Spurr

The Year 8 netball team played in the 
Oldham Schools Netball rally last week and 
finished in 1st place! They also received gold 
medals for winning the Oldham Schools 
Netball League, not losing 1 game all 
season. These girls will go onto great things 
at next years nationals-watch this space!

Player of the tournament: Lily Scunthorpe.
Player of the season: Bella Cook.

U14
The U14 Netball team competed at the 
Regional round of National Schools on 
Saturday, 27th January. The girls played 
extremely well and were strong contenders 
from the start.

Saddleworth finished 1st in their group 
and had to face Withington Grammar 
in the semi-final. A win would secure us 
a place in the national finals. However, 

the pace and defence from the opposition 
meant we couldn’t put enough goals away 
in the short 14 minute games, narrowly 
missing out on a place in the next round. 
We finished 3rd overall and it was a great, 
team effort from all involved.
Well done to: Mayah Hopkinson, 
Grace Martin, Bella Cook, Lily Mundy, 
Maisie Reading, Sarah Gregory, Ella Dibden, 
Lily Scunthorpe, Keeley Miller and 
Olivia Madders.

The U14 County Netball team have won 
the Manchester League, beating Bluecoat 
this week, 44-26.
Player of the Match: Ella Dibden. 

They will now go onto represent North 
Manchester in the play-off finals at Wright 
Robinson next Tuesday, alongside the U16 
team who will be representing their age 
group in the same competition.

R U G B Y
Year 8
42-6 V’s St Ambrose RC School to progress 
to the North West Semi-Final and Round 
One of the National Competition

12-24 V’s St Peters 
The Year 8 rugby team produced a 
performance that left their coach and 
parents full of pride as they exited the NW 
Schools’ Cup at the hands of St Peters in 
the semi final of this year’s competition.

42-20 V’s Glantaf School 
The Saddleworth Year 8 rugby league team 
made the 400 mile round trip to Glantaf 
School in South Wales worthwhile as they 
ran out 42-20 victors in the first round of 
the Carnegie National Schools’ Cup. The 
team will now face Corpus Christie School, 

away in Leeds, in the Quarter Final stages 
of the prestigious competition.

Year 9
18-4 V’s Cowley in the NW Champions 
Cup Plate Competition.

Year 10
42-10 V’s Standish School in the quarter-
final stages of the North West Counties
44-6 V’s St Edmund Arrowsmith’s School 
in Wigan in the semi-final stages of the 
North West Countries.

S W I M M I N G

The Oldham School’s Swimming 
Championships 2018 provided opportunity 
for our swimmers to compete against the 
best in the borough at their age group. 15 
boys and 18 girls competed this year and the 
main results are below:

Well done to all swimmers who represented 
the school so well, but especially those who 
came away with medals, 6 individual boys 
+ 2 individual girls, and, 3 boys relay teams 
and 1 girl relay team.

Year 7
Ziggy Standring  Gold
Archie Scott Silver 

Year 8 
Oliver Sleight  Silver 
Medley Team   Gold

Year 9
Ketan Sloan Silver
Jack Varley Silver 
Squadron Team Silver

Seniors
George Sleight Bronze 
Squadron Team Bronze
Gemma Croft Silver
Kate Leddy Silver  
Medley Team Silver

T A B L E  T E N N I S
Year 11 
Tom Roberts, Archie Duncan, Josh 
Hill and Adam Jones were all in action 
at the Oldham Schools’ Table Tennis 
Championships.
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Bladen Electrical Services Ltd are sponsoring our FOSS Grand Prize Raffl  e in July.


