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Another exciting start to a new school year with 
lots of things for you to read about. It is lovely to 
see the students becoming more involved in the 
production of this magazine and contributing to the 
articles included.

It is also great to see the number of students 
embracing the opportunities on offer across school 
and the increasing numbers already fulfilling their 
petal badges. We ask them to 'Aim High' and hope 
to 'empower and inspire' them to gain the most they 
can out of their time with us here at Saddleworth so 
they leave us ready to continue on their journey as 
truly rounded individuals.

We are always looking for additional opportunities 
to enrich our students experiences so if you have any 
projects that could benefit from our support please 
let us know.

Claire McMurdo 
Assistant Head, Community & Operations
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Always be at war with your vices, at peace with your 
neighbours, and let each new year find you a better man. 

- Benjamin Franklin

lan Wrigley is a war veteran from Denshaw who for 
the last two years has joined us for our Remembrance 

Day ceremony.

It is always very moving to see 1,500 people assembled in 
silence on the all-weather pitch and having Mr Wrigley join us 
added further to the significance and solemnity of the 
occasion. We were also joined by Neil Marshall our Assistant 
Site Manager who, having attended Saddleworth School went 
on to spend twenty years in the forces. Next to Mr Marshall 
was Robert Terry who proudly wore his cadets’ uniform 
alongside the two former soldiers. 

The significance of the moment was enhanced further by 
Bridget Atkin’s flawless rendition of The Last Post. To play such 
a challenging piece of music, outside solo and in front of 1,500 
people takes exceptional courage and no small amount of skill. 
The ceremony is just one way the school seeks to engage with 
the community and give children a sense of “awe and wonder” 
imbuing them with “British Values” and an understanding of 
why we should cherish democracy and the sacrifices made by 
others in the name of freedom. 

Children in Need has become a British institution in its own 
right and one that the school was this year pleased to support 
with a non-uniform day on 17th November. Mr Melling has 
taken on responsibility for coordinating our charitable efforts 
as a school. Alongside his charity committee, he has made sure 
that we continue to support good causes without placing
undue pressure on pupils and families whose generosity is 
central to enabling funds to be raised. 

It’s a privilege to work with children in the run up to 
Christmas and the school does its best to recognise the festive 
season whilst also ensuring that lessons and learning remain 
consistent. We hold a formal assembly for each Home School 
which includes carols played by our brass group, readings from 
pupils and a word from the local clergy. We have a delicious 
Christmas lunch and also stage a pantomime for each year 
group, which this year has been written by Mr Lucas and
features an array of staff. On top of this, students help to 
organise a senior citizens lunch with games, quizzes and a sing 
along. It is a very special privilege to see seniors from right 
across our community join with us to celebrate Christmas. 

I’ve been encouraged and thrilled by the response of parents 
and others within our community following the setback caused 
by the Judicial Review of plans for the new school building. 
Within days of the news coming through, members of the 
community approached school to volunteer their expertise 
and support in getting the new school built. The help of these 
extraordinary people, alongside our ever supportive governors 
means that the new planning application which is due to be 

considered by OMBC on 24th January stands every chance of 
success. 

Talking of Governors, I really must thank Brian Lord for his 
service as Chair of the Governing Body for the duration of my 
Headship and beyond. Although no longer Chair, thankfully, 
Brian is staying on the Governing Body and will be advising 
on the development of the new school. His commitment to 
Saddleworth and our school has been nothing short of 
absolute. His consistent loyalty and generosity of spirit in 
giving up his time to make sure that the school is staffed and 
equipped to move forward has been remarkable. A true, values 
driven public servant; on behalf of everyone connected with 
the school, thank you Brian. 

I hope you are able to enjoy this magazine and that it provides 
a flavour of the work that we do as a school. Please do your 
bit to support the school and keep children safe by not using 
the school driveway as a drop off point. I do appreciate that 
it’s difficult to drop children close to the school but the answer 
isn’t to risk the lives of others by dropping them at the school 
gate. Please find a suitable and safe alternative. 

Finally many thanks to all pupils and parents for the support 
that you give to our school.

Enjoy this magazine and have a wonderful 2018.

- L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  H E A D -
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- B R I A N  L O R D -

Huge thank you to Brian Lord; the man who 
disqualified Lewis Hamilton.

Brian Lord has been a huge part of Saddleworth School’s 
progression over the last 21 years having served as Chair of 
the Governing Body for the last 15.

Mr Lord first met Mr Milburn in 1988 when Mr Milburn 
first started teaching at Breeze Hill School. Mr Lord was 
the Head of Technology at Breeze Hill and liked to fix up 
cars and motor bikes. This led him to working with pupils 
on a carting club and it was through carting that he met 
Lewis Hamilton long before the latter rose to fame. Mr 
Lord was the Clark of the course at a race meet and he 
gave Hamilton a warning for hitting another cart, 
bumping it off the track. In the next race, it happened 
again and Mr Lord disqualified Lewis. He took Hamilton 
into his office and said to him “If you carry on like this 
young man, you will never become a racing driver.” This 
is the same Lewis Hamilton who has just won his fourth 
Grand Prix championship!

Mr Lord has been fighting for 15 years to have a new 
school building for Saddleworth and yet it still has not 
been confirmed. He wants to build a new school as parts 
of the current building were built in 1911 and as the years 
go by it is becoming less fit for purpose. Mr Lord has come 
up with the new “E shaped” design which the architects 
have developed and slightly altered to suit the needs of the 
staff and children.

It was 21 years ago that Brian first became a Governor at 
Saddleworth and 15 years ago when the Governing Body 

first elected him as Chair. He has also been a Governor at 
Springhead Primary School for 23 years. The duties that 
Mr Lord has to do have risen dramatically. Now he has 
to attend more Governor meetings which are held in the 
evening where he and the other Governors talk about 
improving the school and making sure that school is 
running smoothly. All this work and time is voluntary. 
Governors call Mr Milburn to account and are responsible 
for all the staff to make sure their teaching is at a high 
standard and that the school functions well.
 
The biggest challenge Mr Lord has seen over his time at 
Saddleworth School is the level of funding that the school 
gets. He has regularly argued that the school needs a larger 
slice of the funding cake. For the future Mr Lord hopes 
that a new school is built and is the best place for the 
students and people. Nine years ago the plan for the new 
school was ready to go ahead but then there was a change 
of government and Building Schools for the Future 
projects were cancelled. Mr Lord never stopped trying to 
fight for our new school to be built and although he’s no 
longer Chair of Governors, he is staying on the Governing 
Body to ensure that the new building goes up.

We think that our school owes Mr Lord a massive thank 
you for what he has done for our school over the years. 
Even when there have been challenges, Mr Lord has never 
given up on Saddleworth School, he’s always been 
supportive. Saddleworth School would like to say a 
massive than you for everything that you have done and 
continue to do.

Caitlin Nield, Kallista Armitage & Amy Hill, Year 11
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D I D  Y O U  S E E  O U R  C H O I R  O N  T H E  T E L E V I S I O N ?

What an amazing opportunity to be offered. A great experience to spend the day on set and 
feature on the longest running soap in England.

- C O R O N A T I O N  S T R E E T -
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- O P E N  E V E N I N G -

Once again we opened our doors to perspective parents making that important 
decision about their Secondary school application. It is always a great 
opportunity for us to showcase the wonderful students we have and we are proud 
to do so.
 
We put our students at the heart of this because for us they are our best asset. 
We offer them the opportunity to get involved and support the activities on the 
evening for the students to get involved.

It is a great reflection of the regard they hold for school and the value they feel 
that we had over 300 of our students sign up to be part of this and help out on 
the night.
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Hi, I just felt that congratulations were in order. We attended 

the open evening with our daughter Kelsey and we all came 

away filled with admiration. The students were amazing, so 

polite, helpful and very knowledgeable in all areas. The staff 

were enthusiastic, welcoming and obviously dedicated to the 

children. Both my partner I attended Saddleworth School 

(many moons ago) and left with happy memories.

It was so lovely to see our child excited to be part of this 

fantastic place with such an inclusive and empowering ethos. 

It is the people that make a school great, not the building, 

though we are all in agreement with the move. We were

particularly impressed with the head boy/girl speeches, such 

confidence must come from being proud of their school. 

Thank you to everyone involved in the evening and I even 

found out that I am quite good at table tennis, (who knew).

Kind Regards

Julie Bradbury
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Last Thursday 9th November, Mrs Roskin kindly organised 
for Isabelle Anastasiou, Libby Collard and myself to attend 
the Diana Award’s #INSPIRENorth event at Leeds College 
of Music so that we could accept our own awards and get to 
meet the rest of the award holders.

The Diana Award was established 20 years ago in memory 
of Princess Diana and it works all over the world to promote
anti-bullying and recognise young people who make a
difference.

Isabelle, Libby and I were joined by former Saddleworth 
School students Roshni Parmar-Hill and Samantha Hannah
to accept our Diana Awards for which we were all awarded 
in recognition of our work as peer mentors. Isabelle holds a 
position on the Oldham Youth Council, for which she works 
tirelessly as well as being our committed Deputy Head Girl. 
Libby has represented Saddleworth for anti-bullying on CBBC 
Newsround as well as leading Hate Crime week in school
and she is, of course, our dedicated and supportive Head Girl. 

Samantha led many assemblies and projects to raise awareness 
for equality and mental health whilst at Saddleworth and 
I’ve never seen anyone develop their confidence so much in a 
singular year. Roshni has always inspired and supported me 
through the years with her kindness and her ability to do 
anything she puts her mind to (she also works on Oldham 
Youth Council with Isabelle). Former pupil, Alanna Rudd, was 
also given an award although she could not make the event. 

Her work in establishing the peer reading system and endless 
commitment to the scheme paved the way for future readers 
at Saddleworth. I received my award for my various work as 
a peer mentor and my representation of the school within 
Oldham Theatre Workshop and at the opening of Delph 
Clinic where I met MP Debbie Abrahams. I also led assemblies 
and worked with year 6 groups from partner primary schools 
during transition.

At #INSPIRENorth, populated by over 60 wonderful young 
people from all over the North of England, I could safely say 
I’d never been in a more inspirational atmosphere.

The ceremony took place in the morning where each young 
person was awarded their certificate by special guests: the Lord
Lieutenant of West Yorkshire Dame Ingrid Roscoe, former 
‘McFly’ member and ‘The Voice’ judge Danny Jones and 

Paralympic Gold Medalist Hannah Cockroft MBE. We were 
also treated to performances from other award holders who 
had powerful messages to spread through music and dance I 
freely admit that I was moved to tears. Other holders won their 
awards for everything from charity work to rebuilding their 
lives as asylum seekers in the UK. It was incredible. We took 
a break for lunch in which we met Huddersfield Giants player 
Eorl Crabtree, who supports the Diana Award. In the 
afternoon, members of the Award delivered training on the 
topic of social action in which our group planned to take 
action in Saddleworth School on Gender Equality and what we 
can do to promote it and set the definition of ‘feminist’ straight 
you’ll be hearing more on this around school, soon!

Overall, our day was unforgettable. Everywhere we went, 
strangers congratulated us and told us that they were proud of 
us! We’d like to thank Mrs Roskin for organising it so that we 
could go and for running the peer mentoring scheme. Also, 
former teacher Miss Cradock for giving us the opportunity to 
become peer mentors and nominating us for the Diana Award. 

The young people there were just some of the pioneers of our 
generation; in fact, to sum it up we emerged with new badges 
for our blazers, one presenting the words of Princess Diana 
herself: “Young people have the power to change to the world.”

by Megan Bruton, 11L
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- D I C K  W H I T T I N G T O N -

On Tuesday the 12th of December a group of 10 pupils and Mr Wales had the opportunity to 
visit Oldham Coliseum to watch a production of Dick Whittington staring one of my fellow 
students, Phoebe Fletcher.

We set off from school at 9 am. Mr Wales was driving and we sang (or lip synced) through the 
snow all the way to the theatre. We thoroughly enjoyed the journey. 

We found the pantomime very interesting and entertaining. Some of the refrains we enjoyed 
were; “I’m not silly” and the audience replying with “You’re Captain Billy!”. We all loved watching 
Phoebe dance on the stage, and shouted our support for her during the encore.

It was lovely at the end of the performance for Captain Billy to give Saddleworth School, 9S and 
Mr Wales a shout out.

We all enjoyed becoming little kids again for a few hours and entering into the Christmas Spirit.

Well done again to Phoebe – the best dancer in the world (well certainly in Oldham!).

Esha Ahmed and the rest of 9S
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s the stars go down and the sun comes up the Great War comes to an end. 
As many return to their home to see their loved ones, many do not.

Many of the men and women who helped in the war will never be able to return 
home as their loves have been taken by the enemy and to this day they will be 
remembered as great heroes.

So I thank the men and women who sacrificed their lives for the safety of the 
United Kingdom.

Henry Taylor, Year 8

- R E M E M B R A N C E -

A It is important to us that we mark this important event in school and provide 
students with the opportunity to understand its significance. It is always heart 
warming to see the way in which our students mark their respect and we come 
together as a school.
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November
We were delighted to invite Elizabeth Smithies into school to speak to students about her work 
at Nexperia. Mrs Smithies manages a team of fault design engineers who identify miniscule faults 
on silicon wafers. It was fascinating to hear about the technology used within the industry to 
detect these faults, which is important, as customers rely on the technology to work. Mrs Smithies 
described her role as one that is similar to a ‘Pathologist’. When presented with a dead component 
it was her teams responsibility to figure out what caused it!

Her degree in Chemistry is used widely within her daily job and enjoys being able to apply her 
studies and interest in Science within her career. After enjoying a business lunch the students were 
able to ask probing questions about her career and studies and what she enjoyed most out of her 
work.

Students involved:
Penny Allsopp, Emily Wild, Ella Barson, Will Rowland, Caitlin Worth, Josh Collinge,
Travin Koralagamage, Archie Duncan, Josh Hill and Josh Taylor.

December
We are delighted to be joined by a local Production Executive for BBC News and BBC Sport, 
Emma White. Mrs White’s role is largely focused on the operational side of the content making. 
Her current portfolio icludes BBC Breakfast, 5 Live News, Sports News, Radio Current Affairs, 
Athletics coverage and Rugby League coverage.

She has worked for the BBC for the last 17 years, predominantly in journalism but was also 
involved as one of the senior team delivering the Olympics in 2016.The lunch provided students 
with a valuable insight in to programme making including broadcast journalism, project 
management as well as working in the media and would be interesting for a student looking to 
pursue a career within this sector.

Students involved:
Finlay Killan, Will Rowland, Ben Wylie, Isabelle Anastasiou, Sam Smithies,  Jack Varley, 
Hasan Ghanem, Archie Duncan and Joseph Taylor.

Each month we offer a business lunch with a professional from a specified career field. 
It offers our students the opportunity to speak within someone involved in their field of 
interest. It provides them with an opportunity to ask them lots of questions to gain a real 
insight into this possible pathway.

- B U S I N E S S  L U N C H -

- A R T  S H O W C A S E -

Thank you to the Art Department for enabling the 
students to produce such amazing art work which now 
adorns the walls of the great hall in Saddleworth. 
The work is inspiring and a tangible symbol of the 
deep learning that goes on in our school.

The Art Showcase was a lovely evening with so many 
colleagues and parents really appreciating the great 
work.

It was lovely to see Eddie Adam's granddad, the 
subject of his inspiration posing along side his final 
artwork.

Four talented students have also had a piece of their 
work purchased by Mr and Mrs Egan. They very 
kindly gave each £50 for their work. The four Year 11 
students have been back to sign their artwork for them 
so you never know they may be worth a lot more in 
the future.



- L I V I N G  W I T H  T E E N A G E R S -

On Thursday, 28th September, we held a Parent 
Information Night ‘Living with Teenagers’.

The focus of this information evening was to provide 
our key stage 3 parents and carers with an overview of 
the issues we felt were most pertinent and impacted on 
students both at home and within school.

This was an opportunity for parents to listen to guest 
speakers presenting a whistle stop tour into different 
aspects of a teenager’s life. We focused on Social media, 
Drugs, Alcohol, Healthy relationships, Anti-social 
behaviour and School life.

Refreshments were provided by FOSS (Friends of 
Saddleworth School). During the break and at the end 
of the evening there was an opportunity for parents to 
chat with other parents, staff and guest speakers.

I put together a top tips hand-out to help support 
your child. This was handed out along with, a parent’s 

guide to encourage reading and tips for keeping your 
internet safe.

We asked parents to complete a review questionnaire 
to help us reflect on the evening but also help us 
understand what future information parents evenings 
would like.

The feedback from this evening was extremely positive 
and utilising the suggestions provided, we are currently 
planning additional evenings that focus on the
highlighted issues in more detail.

As part of the on-going parental support offered by 
Saddleworth School, please see the School website, 
under the date on our calendar.
 
Mrs K Wolfenden.

On the 10th November we ran our first Police Drop in service. This is part of our on-going relationship with PC 
Lee Cullen and his team, we are offering drop-in sessions for parents and carers to enable them to discuss matter 
they feel may require his advice and support.

PC Lee Cullen and I will be available to speak to any parent or carer in the drop in service which will run on the 
further following dates:

5 T H  J A N U A R Y  2 - 3 P M  —  2 3 R D  F E B R U A R Y  2 - 3 P M

If you feel there is something else we could offer as a school, please don’t hesitate to contact myself on: 
k.wolfenden@saddleworthschool.org
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- W E  W I L L  R O C K  Y O U -

Following an amazing production last year we will be offering another this year. The roles have been cast and the rehearsals 
are well under way. Please save the dates in your diary and buy your tickets early to avoid disappointment.

W E D N E S D A Y  2 1 S T  M A R C H  –  F R I D A Y  2 3 R D  M A R C H

We are also offering a Primary School Matinee on the afternoon of Tuesday 20th March. If you have any links with a 
local school and would like to be part of this please just get in touch and make an enquiry.
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It was wonderful to see so many pupils taking part in the 
music departments Christmas Concert.

The diversity of music was amazing and it was really 
great to see so many of our disadvantaged youngsters 
participating and being given the chance to shine.

An enormous thank you to Mr Beckwith and Mrs 
Pickett as well as to the many support staff who were 
helping out with tickets, programmes, raffles and teas as 
well as providing some of the star performers.

It was a life affirming evening. Very well done.

Matthew Milburn

- C O N C E R T -

- T R I P S -

M A N  U T D  V  B U R T O N  A L B I O N
Jose Mourinho and his players began their defence of the 
Carabao Cup with a home game against Burton Albion, 
and Saddleworth School purchased tickets to see the match 
live. A big thank you to Mr Jackson for organising this and 
taking the trip 

M A N C H E S T E R  U N I V E R S I T Y
A wonderful opportunity for our students to be inspired to 
Aim High thanks to Mrs Hughes as she takes them on an 
inspirational trio to Manchester University

C L I M B I N G  T O  N E W  H E I G H T S
A fantastic opportunity for members of 8S and 9S to push 
themselves and climb to new heights. Thank you to Mr 
Wales and Miss Bowskill for organising this. The pictures 
look amazing and I am not sure I would have made it 
quite as high
 
W A R  M U S E U M
A great opportunity for this group of Year 9 students to get 
the opportunity to visit the War Museum to help further 
understand the book they are currently studying

School trips are one of the many events school children look forward to during their school life and the experiences and 
memories are extremely durable. A school trip with its natural dynamic environment provides a learning venue that 
matches their natural inclination to know more about things, they also help to engage in those with short attention spans 
and puts the learning subject in context.

Educational research highlights many of the advantages of trips and the opportunities these bring so a big thank you to 
the staff that have run them this term.



- L I T E R A R Y  F E S T I V A L -

Saddleworth Literary Festival 24th/25th March 2018 – venue Saddleworth School

Following on from a successful inaugural literary festival in October 2017, the 2nd Saddleworth Literary Festival 
is to be held on the weekend, 24th/25th March 2018, involving not just pupils from Saddleworth School but 
several local Primary Schools.

The patron of the festival is, once again, well-known film and 
TV actor, John Henshaw, best known for his roles as Ken 
Dixon, the landlord in ‘Early Doors’, Wilf Bradshaw in ‘Born 
and Bred’ and PC Roy Bramwell in ‘The Cops’.

In partnership with Oldham Libraries, preparations for the 
festival are underway with several writers and performers from 
the inaugral literary festival making a welcome return. These 
include local resident and acclaimed writer, Jan Needle, best 
known for his books relating to the popular BBC television 
series, Grange Hill and Tucker’s Luck; local writer, Phaedra 
Patrick author of ‘The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper’ 
and her latest novel, ‘Wishes Under the 
Willow Tree’; London literary agent, 
Christine Green, returning to her 
Saddleworth roots to talk about her life in 
the literary world; author and poet, Bill 
Broady, who is inviting aspiring writers to 
submit pieces of work for him to provide 
constructive encouragement; BBC Radio 
Manchester presenter, Mike Sweeney who 

will be giving another lively talk; ‘ex-Scot’s Guard turned poet, Spike the Poet, author of 5 
volumes of poetry; ‘Funky Fitness’ will once again be performing an episode from Barbara 
Hegab’s ‘Policeman Pete’ stories.

New to the festival are, ‘Buzz’ Hawkins  of ‘The Bradshaws’ providing his unique style of 
music and wit; Cathy Crabb, award-winning playwright, poet and local resident, who will be onstage reciting 
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extracts from her collection of adult-themed poems; London based YA author, Catherine Barter, who will be 
discussing her new book, ‘Troublemakers’; Angela Blythe local author of the Saddleworth Vampire Series, which 
has been described as ‘Thirty Days meets Brassed Off’; and the organisers are keeping all fingers crossed that 

well-known actor, George Costigan’ of ‘Rita, 
Sue & Bob Too’  and recent TV series, ‘Line of 
Duty’  and ‘Happy Valley’ fame will be 
appearing to discuss his novel, ‘The Single 
Soldier’.

As well as these established writers, actors and 
performers there will also be involvement from 
Saddleworth School and the local Primary 
Schools, with prize-giving for a pupils’ Writing 
Competition, poetry performances and musical 
renditions. Jenny Dayton will also be on hand 
both days to highlight ‘The Fairy Sanctuary’ 
and there will be face painting.

One of the organisers of the festival and Local 
Parish Councillor, Pam Byrne, said, 
“We wanted the local schools to be more 
involved this time, hence choosing 
Saddleworth School for the venue. It not 
only provides a showcase to highlight pupils’ 
talents but we hope it will provide a catalyst 
for the community to become more involved. 
As last year, we really intend this festival and 
future festivals to be community focussed.”

For more information please visit: 
www.saddleworthlitfest.co.uk

This excellent website has been created by 
webmaster for the festival, Ryan Barnes 
of Year 11.
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I am proud to announce that I have taken over the role of 
Co-ordinator of charitable events at Saddleworth School and 
having set up a Charity Pupil Committee which consists of over 
40 students I am pleased to announce that there are lots of 
exciting and innovative fund-raising activities taking place inside 
and outside of our school. This has been driven by our pupils 
themselves who have chosen the designated local and national 
beneficiaries.

Many of our staff have also been busy this term raising money 
for various worthwhile causes. Mr Cree organised the Run to 
Remember and Manchester Bomb Appeal events which raised 
£342 and £1326 respectively. Mrs Jones and Mr Horn used their 
athletic abilities to great effect raising £567 and £96 for their 
chosen charities of SENSE and FACET.

Mrs McMurdo and her merry army of cake makers and sellers 
raised £558 in school for the Macmillan Cancer Charity and we 
staged a whole school “Make it Pink Day” in aid of Breast
Cancer Awareness that brought in £488. Mrs Roskin’s peer 
mentors held a cake bake sale for Victims of Hate Crime which 
raised £64 whilst Mrs Blezard-Down’s Year 9 dream-makers sold 
Halloween goodies to the tune of £88.

With two non-uniform days planned on Children In Need Day 
on Friday 17th November and a Christmas Jumper Day on the 
last day of term we continue to support an array of causes in 
order to help those less fortunate than ourselves. This is typified 
each year when Mr Simkins and his form group take a wealth of 
presents to Manchester in the school mini-bus to support Key 
103’s Mission Xmas.

Mr Melling

- C H A R I T Y -

2 2  voice  A U T U M N  2 0 1 7 / 1 8 A U T U M N  2 0 1 7 / 1 8  voice 2 3



- P R E S E N T A T I O N  E V E N I N G -

It is a great honour to be able to celebrate our students' achievements and effort. Last term 
we held a special Presentation Evening for each year group to do just that.

Home School Leaders each co-ordinated an amazing evening for their students, showcasing the 
accomplishments and talents from within their own year group.

Awards were made for each subject in recognition of Progress, Effort, Attainment and a person 
that deserved a Special Mention. These were complimented by Attendance Awards, Highest 
Credits Awards as well as special awards from each Form Tutor, Pastoral Support Assistant and 
Home School Leader.

2 4  voice  A U T U M N  2 0 1 7 / 1 8

P A R E N T  Q U O T E S

I just wanted to write and say how fantastic the Presentation Evening was last night. I thought it 
was a success last year, but it was even better this year!

The whole evening was so well-organised and the room was decorated beautifully. 
The entertainment was special and I was blown away by the talent on display.

I must not be the only parent that appreciates how Saddleworth School is seeking to encourage 
children to become well-rounded individuals who work hard, are well-behaved and who 
contribute to both the school and wider community. Receiving recognition and rewards at 
Presentation Evenings is the icing on the cake. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank you, Ms Cook, for the lovely things you said about 
Rachel when awarding her the Home School Leader trophy. You clearly know her so well and that 
came across in your comments. My husband, a reserved man, even shed a tear. 

Thanks again for your hard work- it is really appreciated.
Debs Williams

I attended the presentation evening yesterday and want to thank the school and pupils for such an 
entertaining evening!
Christopher Foster

Thank you for the presentation evening last week, we thoroughly enjoyed it. What a fabulous 
night! Zac was over the moon with his awards. 
Tracy Haslop

What a wonderful evening last night, it was so heart-warming to see so many children going up 
for awards, the music, dancing and singing performances were fantastic. It hopefully inspired 
William to be up there receiving awards next year!

A big thank you to Mr Beckwith for nominating Maisie who was totally unaware and very 
pleased to receive the form tutor award.

Thank you again for all the hard work that you all did in making it so successful.
Angela and Paul Reece

I just want to thank you and all the members of staff who made last night possible. It was a 
wonderful evening and I felt that you really appreciated each child's achievement. Also thank you 
for giving Aimee the opportunity to talk about Challenge 108 and for recognising her
achievement with an award. That experience will stay with her forever and it's much appreciated.
Nicky Torr
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- P R O M  F U N D R A I S I N G -

Recently Year 11 have started to raise money 
for Prom. Our fundraising team have worked 
hard to find new enjoyable ways to raise 
money for the prom around school.

One of them being a bake sale which we 
had earlier this year. Lots of Year 11 students 
brought in cakes to sell at break and lunch. 
It was a great day and we raised over £150.
Our most recent event was a Lucy Cobb 
fashion show that we hosted at school.

We started planning for the show in 
September by getting things like posters and 
tickets ready to sell. Along with the main 
show we had a raffle which prefects ran all 
evening and we were also selling refresh-

ments.  We had a very productive evening 
and raised over £1000 which the whole year 
are very proud of.

As a year we are very excited and passionate 
to continue to fundraise throughout Year 11. 

We have regular meeting to discuss all of our 
different ideas and can’t wait to share them 
with the community very soon.

We would like to thank everyone who 
supported these events so far and are really 
excited for what is to come.

by Isabelle Anastasiou
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Community is important to us at Saddleworth School. We would like to 
ensure that we are able to offer something positive to our local community 
and can support it in anyway possible.
 
We would love for Saddleworth School to be a community hub for the 
village and we are looking for ways to further enhance this. If you have 
any way in which we can help, any projects that we can support or any 
opportunities for us to get involved please let us know as we would be keen 
to do so.
 
The students at Saddleworth are truly inspiring and we would love to work 
with you to show you why. 

Putting our community at the centre of everything we do

- C O M M U N I T Y  W O R K -

R E M E M B R A N C E
Many of our students are also part of Saddleworth Air Cadets 2200 
(Saddleworth) and as part of their duties gave their time to sell poppies at 
Greenfield Tesco. As you see from the picture attached, I think they 
represented Saddleworth School at its finest!

We also have a number of students heavily involved in music groups that 
supported the remembrance services around Oldham and Saddleworth.

C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y  F O R  T H E 
P A R T I A L LY  S I G H T E D
When we were asked if we were able to support this event by Mrs 
Barrow we were delighted to say yes. Mr Simkins and 10 of his form 
attended the afternoon and were a wonderful help in ensuring the 
invited guests were well looked after.

Vote of thanks

I have just taken a call from a lovely lady called Mrs Simpson who was a 
guest at the Blind Christmas Dinner at Sacred Heart. She was there as a 
guest accompanying her husband and wanted to say a special thank you to 
all the pupils who helped out. They were a credit to our school.

C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
It is always lovely to showcase our students talents and to help spread the joy of Christmas. Traditionally on the last day of term 
our students head down into the village to entertain our community and our choir then join them at St Chads Church as part of 
their morning service.

Some of our students also supported the festive activities at St Annes Lydgate too.

F O O D  B A N K
It is always humbling to see the generosity of 
our students. The Peer mentors led an appeal 
for Oldham food bank to ensure they had 
enough supplies over the festive holidays to 
support those in need.

As always they did a fantastic job and this was 
greatly received by the staff when they came to 
collect.



C A N O N  E U G E N E  D O L A N
We were sadden to hear of the loss of Canon Eugene Dolan, parish priest of St Edwards RC Church. Described as a much-loved 
priest 'with a gentle soul' and as a 'truly remarkable man' who did so much for the community. For some of our students who 
attended St Edwards RC School and Church he played a very important role in their life and we were honored to support their 
attendance at the service in his memory.
 
The students as always did themselves and us proud. We were touched to receive an email into school from a member of the 
congregation that was in attendance.

An email we received

Dear Sir,
 
Would you please pass on my congratulations to the students who represented 
Saddleworth School at Father Eugene Dolan's requiem this lunchtime. 
 
I was sat next to the students who behaved impeccably throughout the service. 
A real credit to the school and a lovely thought to send them to the service.
 
Kind regards,

Ann Jamshed

K I N D  W O R D S
Our students amaze us each and every day in school. We hope that when they leave the school gates, away from the high 
expectations of our staff that they hold fundamental messages we have taught them and demonstrate this to those they meet.

It is always heart warming to hear messages of them doing just that and we would like to say a big thank you to the following 
people for taking the time to contact us regarding the behaviour of our students.

Collection of nice messages received into school:

I have been in the village a few times at lunch time over the past weeks and I'd just like to comment that the Year 11 prefects I've 
encountered have always been well behaved, smartly turned-out and very polite - they are setting a very good example for the school, so 
well done to them.

Kind regards

Megan Kehoe
 

A lady called Judith Coleman called and wanted me to let you know some wonderful news.

Yesterday at approx. 4:30pm she and her friend (elderly ladies) were getting off the 350 bus in Uppermill Square. They were struggling 
with shopping when 4 lovely girls, who had been playing Netball afterschool rushed over to help.  Between them they carried their 
shopping over to Warburton Court. 

Judith wanted you to know and to thank the girls for showing kindness and respect in the community. She was overwhelmed.

I have had a lovely lady on the phone this morning wanting to report a good deed done by one of our students named 
Jake Robinson 9N.

She wanted to let us know that while she was on the way home yesterday from picking up her children from Diggle Dandelions her 
grandson accidently dropped his lunch bag over a wall and she wasn’t able to reach it but Jake very kindly offered to help and retrieved it 
for them.

She just wanted to see if there was any merits or behaviour marks he could get for it.

R E S T A R T  A  H E A R T
If you suffer an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest in the UK you have less than 
a one in ten chance of surviving. Restart a Heart Day is an annual initiative 
which aims to train as many people as possible in CPR in one day, so that 
more people know these life saving skills.

Our Year 11 students took part in this great programme and learnt valuable 
skills to be able to help someone in their hour of need. A big thank you to the 
NW Ambulance service and Pennine Care for facilitating this.

K E Y  1 0 3  T O Y  A P P E A L
Many, many thanks to all who contributed, the small army of volunteers at Key103 were so complimentary of the amount, 
and quality of the toys we took.

The manager, Pat was delighted to meet and talk to our students, she simply could not stop thanking us for all we have done for 
the Toy Appeal. She took time to show our pupils the scale of their operations, and answer their questions.

To witness the shear amount of toys coming in and out all the time is as always, a most humbling experience.

The £200 donation was simply the icing on the Christmas cake!

It would be not appropriate to name individuals for their input as our amazing contribution to the estimated 192,000 children 
living below the poverty line in Manchester was simply an astonishing Saddleworth team effort

Student report

On Wednesday 13th December pupils from 7D along with Mr Simkins went to the Key 103 Mission Christmas warehouse to 
drop off the presents people have donated in and around Saddleworth School.

When we got there we met Jess the leader of the operation, she told us that an outstanding amount of children wouldn’t get 
presents this year if it wasn’t for this charity. (1 in 4 children in Manchester wouldn’t get presents this year at Christmas)

Jess and all the volunteers said they couldn’t believe how many presents we had brought.

Altogether this was definitely an experience to remember, I hope nobody takes their presents for granted ever again because, 
I know I won’t anymore.
Holy Rotchell. Year 7

Student report

On Wedensday 13th December, myself, nine 
other pupils and Mr Simkins went to Key 
103 Mission Christmas warehouse to deliver 
the schools toy collection.

When we got there we put on high visability 
jackets, took all the toys out and placed them 
on a huge blue tarpaulin.

After that we were greeted by the main 
organiser Jess, who was very kind, and told us 
all about how the charity works, explaining the collection and distribution stages.

We helped out by organisining the toys into ages and genders so they could be given to the appropriate childen. A fact Jess told 
us is that 1 in 4 children in Manchester don't get a gift a Christmas which is frightening. It was a great experience.
Hammad Shahid. Year 7



S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N ' S  P A R T Y
It is becoming quite a tradition and something to put on your calendar to 
look forward to. This year did not disappoint. It is lovely to see the vocational 
subjects working together to put on a brilliant event for the senior citizens of 
our community.

The Business Study students fundamental in the planning and coordination 
of the day, gaining wonderful prizes from our community for the raffle. The 
Jamie Oliver students kindly preparing all the food for the day and Music 
students the providing the entertainment.

Students helping: 
Eve Gordon, Sam Cox, Caitlin Nield, Kalista Armitage, Francesca Hilton, 
Brodie Whittaker, Libby Cartwright, Harris Mohammed, Josh Collinge
Catherine Myers. Lucas Emmerson, Jayden Finnerty, Rebecca Wolfenden 
Rhiannon Jackson-Flynn, Dyan Lee, Talia Petrillo and Shifaah Saleem.

May I express my thanks to the Headteacher, the Staff and all the students who 
made our afternoon so enjoyable?  I was there at the invitation of my great 
granddaughter, lsabella Flitcroft and l was so impressed by the ambiance and 
friendliness of the School. 
 
I feel that you are all doing an excellent job training the students to be polite and 
considerate future Senior Citizens. Again, my thanks and my best wishes to you all 
for Christmas and for your success in the coming year.

Very sincerely

Vera Thornton

I would just like to say a big ' Thank You' to staff & pupils involved in the above 
party. We were very well looked after. The food was lovely & the entertainment 
excellent.  The pupils are a credit to the school.
 
Thank you once again

Dal O'Meara (grandmother of Zoe Cuthill Year 8)

G I R L  G U I D E S
Five Guides from 21st Oldham Friezland Guide Unit, who all attend Saddleworth School, have completed their BP challenge 
award. 

The Baden Powell challenge award is the highest award a Guide can achieve. To challenge is divided into 5 zones, each containing 
lots of different clauses. They had to complete 10 clauses - 1 from each zone and the 5 more from any zone. 

Zone 1 - Healthy Lifestyles, Zone 2 - Global Awareness, Zone 3 - Discovery, Zone 4 - Skills and Relationships, 
Zone 5 - Celebrating Diversity. 

Finally to complete the challenge they had to attend a BP Adventure weekend. This is a 2 night residential event without their 
Guide leaders. The girls attended Waddow Hall in Clitheroe and took part in lots of 
activities with other Guides from across the country.  

The Guides have worked extremely hard on the award and we are very proud of 
them.

Students involved:
Sally Gibson, Milly Crickett, Faith Schofield, Hannah Kearney and Beth Taylor.

It is always so humbling when students do such amazing things, especially when it is something for other children 
that are not quite as lucky.

R E B E C C A  B A R T L E Y ,  Y E A R  1 1

Over the course of the summer, I decided to cut my hair and donated it to the ‘Little Princess Trust’. Within this 
charity, they make use of hair and create wigs for children who have been affected by cancer and are being treated 
with chemotherapy. I chose to cut off around 9 inches which will be hand made into a wig to provide for those 
children. In addition to this, I am also being sponsored, and all the money raised will be split towards cancer 
research funds, along with the Little Princess Trust. The money is all put to good use, and the funds help these 
children battle through chemotherapy with a little more hope and happiness.

 

 

M I A  J O N E S ,  Y E A R  1 0

On the 21st of September I cut 14 inches of my hair to raise money for ‘Little Princess’ charity which donates hair 
and money for young girls that have been through the difficult stages of cancer. I raised £400 for the charity and 
gave the hair that was chopped off to be made into wigs. I did this to raise awareness and hopefully help the girls 
at the charity gain some confidence so that they can fight through the struggles of cancer. I also did this because 
my granddad sadly past away from cancer so I want to make sure no little girl or their families have to go through 
such a horrible experience.

- L I T T L E  P R I N C E S S  T R U S T -
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- L E A V E R S  2 0 1 5 -

It is always lovely to celebrate our students success even after they 
leave us and continue on their journey. 

We regularly get in contact with our College links to find out how 
they are doing and were extremely proud to find out that both the 
president and vice president of OSFC executive student board and 
Head Girl at Bluecoat are all former Saddleworth Students.

Former Saddleworth School students have contributed to another year of outstanding A Level results for 
Oldham Sixth Form College.

Emma Hall achieved the perfect results with A* grades in biology, chemistry and mathematics. Emma has now 
won a place at Durham University to study biochemistry.

Rhianna Bangham will study Classics at Cambridge University after gaining one A* in English Language and 
Literature plus A grades in Ancient History and German.  It’s been a memorable year for Rhianna who recently 
returned from a World Challenge trip to Uganda.

Amy Cook, Charlotte Brook, Nikita Johnson, Megan Barlow and Gabriel Kidd were also amongst the highest 
achievers at Oldham Sixth Form College, with an array of A* and A grades.

Overall the College, celebrating its 25th anniversary 
this year, has reported results almost identical to last 
year’s outstanding achievements.

With an A Level pass rate above the national average 
at 98% and almost half of the students achieving high 
grades, the college has maintained its excellent record 
for A Level studies. The college has continued to offer 
AS Levels, and is very pleased with another strong year 
of AS Level results. 

A brilliant 47 AS and A Level subjects gained a perfect 
100% pass rate, a further increase on last year’s very 
high figure. Students have secured places at Oxbridge 
and other Russell Group universities and there are 
many other superb outcomes in terms of both pro-
gression to a wide range of universities and to other 
excellent options including apprenticeships, gap years, 
Art Foundation courses and directly into employment.

As was the case last year, over 800 high grades were 
achieved at A Level, a fantastic performance. Across 
both AS and A Level, there were nearly 1600 top 
grades.

As has been the case for many years now, there was 
a superb 100% pass rate by students completing 
vocational subjects, with nearly 600 Distinction or 
Distinction* grades achieved, which are the equivalent 
of A grades. In total 79 courses at the college have a 
perfect 100% pass rate.

Jayne Clarke, OSFC Principal, said “I am so proud of 
the achievements of our students, particularly in the 
context of so much uncertainty with the new A levels 
this year. 

“To have achieved another fantastic set of results is 
testament to the hard work and dedication of the 
students and our staff, who have supported students 
wonderfully well. 

“We wish all our students the best of luck on the next 
steps in their futures, whether this be at university, on 
an apprenticeship or in employment.”

S A D D L E W O R T H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S  
E X C E L  A T  O L D H A M  S I X T H  F O R M  C O L L E G E



- E L F  T R I P -

On the 6th December, 30 pupils in Year 8 and 9 went to 
see Elf the musical at the Lowy in Manchester. We left for 
school at 12:00 and got there in plenty of time. We had 45 
minutes before the show started. Then it was show time!

When we were seated, there was a magnificent view of 
the stage. We were seated right at the top so we could see 
everything. Then the lights dimmed and the actors came 
on. It started with Father Christmas, Louis Emerick, 
coming on to stage and starting the story. Then Buddy the 
Elf, Ben Forster, came on and did an amazing show and 
dance. He soon met Jovie, Liz McClarnon, in the

department store when he was looking for his human 
father. Since he grew up at the north pole he never knew 
his parents. In New York he found his father Walter 
Hobbs, Joe McGann, his new wife, Jessica Martin, and 
their son Michael Hobbs, Riley White. In the end they 
all lived happily ever after, well after Buddy fixed Santa’s 
sleigh.

Overall we think it was an outstanding show and we really 
enjoyed it. We thought the actor’s vocals were amazing 
and our favourite song was ‘Buddy the Elf ’, one of the last 
songs performed.

Lola & Eleanor

by
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The Year 9's watched a performance called 'The First Fall of Snow' by Oldham Theatre Workshop. This tackled 
the relationships people form with drugs and the dangers of taking drugs. The performance was very thought 
provoking and the Year 9's responded extremely well to the Q&A session at the end of the performance. 
Well done Year 9 on acting so sensible and mature whilst tackling such a delicate issue.

On 24th October After Tier 2017 Oldham Theatre 
Workshop visited our school displaying their 
production about the dangers of drugs. Due to our 
topic in RE now being about drugs and different types 
of them and what they do, this was the perfect time to 
showcase this.

It was very good and they used a metaphor for the 
drug. The main character was a young school girl who 
was affected by drugs. Her new boyfriend that she met 
was a drug dealer. Her boyfriend represented the drug 
called bubbles. The reason they did this is because the 
drug is addictive like love, she was in love with him 
and addicted to him which is like the drug.

My form had Drama after this and the performance 
by the workshop was so brilliant. We had a discussion 
about what they did well and the techniques they used, 
which we can learn from their performance and we 
could use in our work to achieve a higher level. My 
teacher wrote down what was good about it and she 
wrote two pages. It all flowed smoothly and it all made 
sense, it was just brilliant,

They had a quiz at the end of the production which we 
all got involved in This was a very good idea because 
we learned a lot such as the drug that kills the most 
people is tobacco. We also learned that if someone 
takes a drug that nobody knows about they cannot 
be treated until they know what it does. They also 
showcased peer pressure and that you should not give 
into it and you should not do it because you think you 
have to; you do not have to. We also learned where we 
can go if we needed help.

Personally I think there needs to be more like this in 
every school because it teaches people and shows you 
how dangerous drugs can be; it is a serious matter and 
we need more things like this to warn people, 
especially children who are more vulnerable.
Harvey Gate, Year 9

The act was so powerful because it showed you many 
ways of the effects of taking drugs and alcohol and 
how its so dangerous. Also I knew more  after the act 
because the act makes you think twice of taking drugs 
and even alcohol because of the message that comes 
across because it’s so strong and it makes you become 
more careful around drugs and alcohol.
Hannah Stewart, Year 9

The RE Department organised a drug assembly to help 
us understand the effects of drugs. the team of actors 
represented this by showing it like an abusive 
relationship. It showed the drug as an abusive partner 
which in my opinion was the best way to represent it.
Elleece Taylor, Year 9

At first you don't realise it was an assembly about 
drugs but at the end it started to fall together. Near the 
end of the performance they showed flashbacks where 
instead of the boyfriend they showed the drug.

This performance was an amazing way to show us the 
effects of drugs.

I found the play very enjoyable and well thought out.
Abbie McCormick, Year 9 

I thought the play was well performed and I loved it.
Madison Holt, Year 9

- T H E  F I R S T  F A L L  O F  S N O W -
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College Assemblies
Across the Autumn term we welcome local Colleges in each week to speak with our Year 11 students about their 
establishments and to showcase what they have to offer and how to apply.
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Our school motto is to 'Aim High' and we encourage all students to do that. Throughout the year we offer 
students a number of opportunities to consider their future post 16.

We work closely with our Careers Support Team  as well as education and training providors to ensure that our 
students are supported in considering their pathways

- A I M  H I G H -

Mock Interview
We provide students with opportunities to attend interview workshops and undertake mock interviews, gaining 
vital feedback and support.

Application Support Sessions
Knowing they are faced with an ever increasing competitive market it is important that their application forms 
and personal statements really reflect them perfectly. We offer regular opportunities for students to gain support 
with this.

Post 16 Information Evening
Understanding the importance of making informed choices we host a Careers Fair each year to help students and 
their families gain as much information as possible. We encourage students from Year 9 and above to attend.

We are wonderfully supported with more than 30 providers in attendance.



Philip Renold Award for Outstanding 
Community Service on the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award.

This year a presentation was made for 
Outstanding Community Service on the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme at Saddleworth School 
and named after the late Philip Renold.

Philip Renold was an inspirational teacher at 
Saddleworth School for 12 years from the mid 
1970s. He trained in Outdoor Pursuits as part of 

his teacher training as well as in Economics and 
Politics in his university degree.

Philip Renold introduced the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme at Saddleworth School and quickly 
developed it into the largest scheme in Oldham. 
He had a passion for helping children developing 
their self-reliance. 

He later led the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme 
at Frankfurt International School and Batley 
Grammar School.

- D U K E  o f  E D I N B U R G H -

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme started in 
1956 and now runs in 144 countries with 420,000 
participants this year in the UK and operates at 
Bronze, Silver and Gold levels. 

There are four parts to the Award - Volunteering 
in Community Service or helping individuals; 
Developing Practical and Social Skills; Physical 
Improvement in sport, dance or fitness; Planning, 
training and completing an Expedition.

The range of Community Service undertaken by 
Saddleworth students for many hours, week after 
week is commendable and includes: Helping at 
a local Beaver Group, Scout Group, Brownies, 
Rainbows or Cubs; Dog Training at the Greenfield 
Centre; helping with Baby Ballet; helping at a local 
Library; Peer mentoring to combat bullying and 

low confidence and self-esteem; Helping 6-9 year 
olds at a Dance Academy; Helping Key Stage 1 
primary children; Looking after animals at 
Castleshaw Centre; the Alexandra Park Run; 
Denshaw Village Cinema; Drama School for 
younger children; Dovestone Reservoir wildlife 
reserve and new footpath; helping other children 
develop writing skills.

The two students receiving the Philip Renold 
Award for Outstanding Community Service on 
the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Scheme at 
Saddleworth School were Sophie Southern and 
Joseph Mumford-Lloyd.
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Sophie Southern’s community service includes 
coaching St Chad’s primary school netball team 
and umpiring at Manchester Primary Schools 
Games; acting as a peer mentor for younger 
students; coaching rounders for Saddleworth 
Olympics; Litterpicking in Greenfield amd helping 
a neighbour’s friend with his shopping.

Joseph Mumford-Lloyd’s community service 
includes extra curricular activities for children 
in transition between primary and secondary 
school; representing Saddleworth School at a Peace 
Conference, an Oldham Schools community event 
and in a schools competition; supporting a local 
primary school on Wednesday afternoons.

The Philip Renold Award for Outstanding 
Community Service was presented by his widow 
Mrs Rosie Renold. She was a Catering Supervisor 
here at Saddleworth School where she met Philip. 

Their two children John Michael and William 
were also in attendance

Richard Knowles

School Governor at Saddleworth School
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- B U I L D I N G  A  B E T T E R  F U T U R E -

From Isambard Kingdom Brunel to Elon Musk, Edith 
Clarke to Debbie Sterling - Engineers, designers and 
construction experts have shaped the world we live in. 
Now we look to the future and the challenges that the 21st 
Century will bring, who better to take up their mantle than 
our very own Saddleworth students.

In 2009, as part of the emphasis on STEM subjects (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Maths), Class of Your Own 
Limited was set up to provide workshops in creative design and 
construction in order to allow students, teachers, and parents 
to see the value and virtues of technology subjects and to view 
careers in construction, design, and engineering as highly 
skilled careers and opportunities for young people, especially 
in the 21st Century. After a series of workshops and feedback 
from students the minds behind Class of Your Own created the 
DEC (Design, Engineer, and Construct) programme. 

A recognised and accredited qualification which aims to bring 
the world of Education and Industry together in a brand new 
way, and enhance the future employment opportunities of the 
students who take up the challenge.

One question, and a perfectly valid one, that students ask of 
their teachers and parents is ‘why do we learn this stuff?’ With 
the DEC those questions are self-evident as the real world 
project based nature of the course allows students to learn and 
develop highly sought after design, engineering and
construction skills, and apply those skills to make a real 
difference in the world. An intrinsic facet of the course is it 
requires the cooperation and collaboration of students and 
professional companies to solve actual design and engineering 
problems. This fusion of young minds, imagination, and 
experience is integral to the course, and benefits all involved. 
Here at Saddleworth we are delighted to have been sponsored 
by a group of local companies that have already seen the virtues 

of the course and now wish to support our students to help 
them develop vital skills that could lead them into exciting 
design opportunities.

5 students (Poppy Stafford, Harry Reeves, Isabelle Kowalczyk, 
Jacob Popplewell and Vinnie Van Enk), were lucky enough to 
meet with some of the design companies on the 17th 
November at a special presentation. The students talked 
confidently about the course in front of a room filled with 
industry experts and discussed how the course has already 
started to help them understand areas of design that they 
had been unfamiliar with, how it was enabling them to learn 
industry standard programme and how it was shaping their 
future dreams for working in specific design areas such as 
Engineering and Architecture. A presentation of hard hats 
and high vis jackets that have been specifically designed were 
given to the group ready for site visits and further hands on 
experience.

This is the first year that Saddleworth students will be able 
to experience DEC and are currently designing a school in 
Parabongo, a village in Uganda. The DEC project aims to 
bring UK industry and schools together to help design and 
engineer a new eco-school of the future. An ecologically 
sustainable building for the children of Parabongo, for the 
21st Century.

Who better to understand the needs of young children than 
other young children? And who better to help guide them 
in this engineering project than engineering, construction 
and design professionals? Who knows, perhaps the next great 
designer, engineer, and builder will come from right here at 
Saddleworth School!

Visit the class website:
http:designengineerconstruct.com

4 2  voice  A U T U M N  2 0 1 7 / 1 8

‘So far this year I have been doing DEC in technology. This is improving my skills and confidence 
and it is very good.’
Vinnie Van Enk

‘So far this year I am enjoying DEC. I like it because I love to designs stuff. I also like that we get 
to design buildings and focus on materials we have to use when designing a building.
It’s important to consider the materials you use so it blends in, fits in and is sturdy.’
Jacob Popplewell

‘So far this year I am enjoying DEC because we haven’t done anything like this before in school. 
It is fun to design things and I like that our ideas are really coming to life. I think that it’s really 
great how we are being sponsored and how DEC can give us a great job in the future.’
Isabelle Kowalczyk

‘I am enjoying DEC this year because it is different to other subjects. It is interesting because you 
get an insight to an actual job and you can get higher apprenticeships for architects, structural 
engineers etc. it is definitely more interesting because every lesson something different happens.’
Harry Reeves

‘Technology is one of my favourite subjects. It prepares you for life and provides skills for later 
life. DEC is one of the rotations that has been newly introduced. I like it because one of my 
dream jobs is to be an interior designer and it prepares me with opportunities to pursue it in a fun 
and enjoyable way.’
Poppy Stafford
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It has been an exceptionally busy period of the rugby league 
season with numerous practices and matches taking place in 
school, against local opposition and further afield in the 
Carnegie Champion Schools’ competition.

Over 40 pupils have been regularly attending the Tuesday 
after school Year 7 & 8 practice sessions where Year 11 student 
Josh Wood has been reliably and ably assisting head coach 
Mr Melling. The Year 7 team are a very committed group of 
lads and we are hopeful for success as they commence their 
programme of inter-school fixtures.

The Year 8, 9 10 and 11 teams were all successful in retaining 
their Oldham Schools’ rugby 9’s festival titles and between 
them they did not lose a single game against any other local 
opponent. These competitions were played throughout 
September and October and were staged at Counthill rugby 
pitch, which is always an exposed venue that can test the  
resolve of even the hardiest of players, coaches or parents 
willing to brave the elements. The multiple successes further 
cement Saddleworth School’s undoubted position as the 
leading secondary school in the borough when it comes to the 
sport of rugby league.

The extremely competitive North West Counties Champion 
Schools’ competition has seen the school teams produce a 
mixed set of results so far. The Year 11’s were under strength 
and below par in two defeats at the hands of Deanery, Wigan 
(38-20) and Bridgewater School, Warrington (52-6). In the 
New Year this team will turn their attention towards winning 

the Oldham Schools’ Cup for the fifth consecutive season and 
in turn end their school careers as rugby players on a high.
The Year 10 team have recaptured the form they showed when 
they were the North West Trophy runners’ up and reached 
the National semi –final in May 2016. This season the team 
has brushed aside Great Sankey School, Warrington (48-14) 
and Cansfield High, Wigan (44-4). It is hoped that this team 
of talented boys can go one step further this year and bring 
back some silverware from one or both of these prestigious 
competitions.

Mr Jackson’s Year 9 team showed up very well with a facile 
victory over Wright Robinson College, Manchester (28-0) 
but fared less well against the rugby league supremo’s from St 
Peter’s, Wigan (38-0). They remain unbeaten against schools 
from the Oldham area over a three year period. Evan Campbell 
and Zach Eckersley are two players that are certain to be stars 
of the future for the school, their club and beyond.

The Year 8 team have emulated the Year 10’s exploits by 
recording two impressive victories against Rose Bridge, Wigan 
(28-4) and De La Salle, St Helens (22-18). This is a team 
that has exceptional strength in depth and if they are able 
to progress to the latter stages of the regional and national 
competitions it will be exciting to see what they are capable of 
achieving. A special mention must go out to Fin Rogers, Jack 
Sinfield and Vinny Fitzgerald who have all been exceptional for 
the team with their performances so far this season.

- R U G B Y -
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- Y A N K S -

he Yanks event took place again on the 5th and 6th August and the camp was 
set up at Saddleworth School.

This was an unforgettable weekend and another successful event and the organiser 
came into school to present a cheque of £1,200.00 to the Head Boy, Sam Smithies 
and Head Girl, Libby Collard along with the Headteacher Mr Milburn.

T
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The role of co-ordinator of the Saddleworth Extra-Curricular programme on a Wednesday afternoon is 
something I was excited to take on as I have a genuine passion for enrichment activities.

This term has seen the number of pupils attending the range of activities available rise significantly in 
comparison with previous years and we now have over 100 pupils attending each and every Wednesday afternoon. 
These pupils are gaining valuable skills to take with them through school and beyond, forging friendships that will 
last a lifetime.

New activities that have been introduced this year include the KS3 football training on the school astro-turf with 
FA qualified coach Mark Aston and we are starting a new photography class in January of 2018 with the providers 
Picture Train. The free basketball and taekwondo sessions have proven popular attractions once again and the 
numbers attending the trampolining club led by Sarah Brennan continue to grow term on term.

Our Young Leaders under the expert eye of Catherine Brierley have been recognised locally for their fantastic 
accomplishments in the community whilst our Pop Choir appeared in an episode of Coronation Street.

The New Year brings new opportunities and fresh beginnings so it would be wonderful to see additional pupils 
taking up the opportunities available to them once the spring term commences. Pupils are reminded that
committing to an activity for a term will qualify them to claim one of their petals and will also be an excellent way 
to bolster their CV and stand out from the crowd when attracting attention from possible future employers.

All details of the Saddleworth Wednesday programme are available in the Saddleworth Wednesday section on 
the school website www.saddleworthschool.org   For further clarification please feel free to email Mr Melling for 
further information at: g.melling@saddleworthschool.org

- S A D D L E W O R T H  W E D N E S D A Y S -
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B A S K E T B A L L
Every Wednesday Shirley comes in to help us with our 
basketball skills. Thanks to Shirley and the Saddleworth 
Wednesday programme I can play for a basketball team and 
improve my skills further. She helps everyone from year 7 up 
until year 11. Wednesday basketball helps to improve skills for 
all ages. After starting this club I am now playing for 
Failsworth Ballers on a Saturday. If it wasn’t for this club I 
would not be able to follow my dreams and play basketball as a 
hobby. This has helped me so much that before I started 
attending training I couldn’t even do a simple layup. I will carry 
on going to this club every week to gain better basketball skills.
Jayden Finnerty

D A N C E
When I joined the dance group at school on a Wednesday 
afternoon I already had an understanding of dance as I attend a 
dance academy outside of school.

Taking part at school has allowed me to extend my
understanding of various dance skills. We were not only taught 
new moves but we also learned a dance  routine that we then 
performed at the Sports Presentation Evening. Performing was 
scary but it allowed us to work as a team and showcase what 
we had practised.

Getting involved in this group has enabled me to gain my skill 
petal for committing to an extra-curricular activity, allowing 
me to work towards achieving my full Saddleworth Badge.
Penny Beardmore

T A E K W O N D O
I enjoy all kinds of sports but particularly rugby, so it is great 
how Saddleworth School has so much to offer. On 
Wednesdays I take part in Taekwondo. It is a great way to keep 
fit and the instructor teaches you self-defence and discipline of 
this martial art.
Lucas Wilkes

T R A M P O L I N I N G
I really like trampolining because it is fun and you learn new 
skills. I also like it because I attend a gymnastic club too and 
the two activities link together.
Rosie  Goodwin

I think trampolining is great fun and Sarah is a really good 
teacher. You get to learn new moves and meet new people, not 
just from your year group but from other year groups as well.
Jess  Leigh

I like going to trampolining club on a Wednesday as it keeps 
me active. I enjoy doing somersaults and being upside down!
Kyle Holt

D R A M A
LAMDA drama is a great Saddleworth Wednesday club for 
all year groups. It is run in the drama studio from 1:30pm to 
2:30pm. The club is not only for people who want to be in the 
industry when they are older, it can just be something fun to 
do with your friends on a Wednesday. I have been doing drama 
since I was in year four and have carried on doing this at 
Saddleworth School. It has helped me become more confident 
in myself and I am now much more willing to try new things.

We play lots of games which improve concentration, quick 
thinking and memory. These help with drama because during a 
scene or an improvisation you will need to stay in character, be 
able to perform and be convincing.  We try things like
improvisation, news/television shows, everyday scenes and 
much more, which always keeps it interesting. 

The person who runs Saddleworth Drama is called Adele 
Taylor. She has always taught me drama and she is a very kind, 
funny, and an approachable person. I think that coming to 
drama would be great for anyone who goes to Saddleworth 
School, it will help younger pupils make more friends and 
become more confident in school and it can be a fun relaxing 
thing for older pupils. We have a good mix of people of
different ages and personalities in our group, so anyone would 
fit in.

In the Summer term you can do an exam from The London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts. There are two different 
types of exam either acting or the speaking verse and prose
version. You do not have to do the exam and you can still 
come to drama if you don’t want to do it. I think that doing 
the exam is fun but also important as it helps you feel more 
confident speaking in front of other people, and it is also a 
great achievement to put on your CV.
Hannah Kearney
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e are always looking for ways to work in partnership with local agencies to support their 
work and to provide enrichment opportunities for our students. We were pleased when 

Saddleworth Museum offered us an opportunity and there were no shortage of volunteers from 
our students to be part of this.

I just wanted to send an email to say how wonderful the year 9 pupils who are taking part in our 
Art-chivests sessions are.  They bring the museum alive on their Wednesday afternoons and have 
produced some outstanding work already. 

The pupil's behaviour on the trip to Chathem's Library was brilliant and their engagement through out 
each session has been great-they're a real joy to be around.

I've attached a few photographs taken during some of our sessions and all of us here at the 
museum are looking forward to working with them again in the new year.

Best Wishes
Cat Jessop
Learning Officers

W
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After weeks of planning, making and organising, 
the day of the Christmas Markets finally arrived.

The students arrived at 9.30am to setup their stall and 
prepare for a day of selling! After the sign was finally 
erected, many thanks to a very tall passer-by, they were 
ready to trade. Trading started at 11am and finished at 
4pm. After several attempts to perfect their ‘sales pitch’ 
the team began to sell their products.

There was stiff competition from other schools ranging 
from Bolton School to North Chadderton but the 
team was not perturbed. A real team effort resulted 
in steady sales throughout the day. There was a real 
mix of customers, many thanks to the parents and 
grand-parents that came along and persuaded other 
passer-by’s to purchase candles! The students had 
prepared a rota, whilst some manned the stall, others 
promoted the product around the Piccadilly Gardens 
vicinity.

The atmosphere throughout the day was fantastic.  
Everyone helped and they were determined to succeed. 

We were one of the first teams to arrive on the day 
and the last to leave – real commitment. I wish them 
every success for the rest of the year. We will be at the 
Trafford Centre in 2018 so please come along and 
support the teams.

Unfortunately the ‘Mystery BOXed’ team were not 
ready to sell on the day but will be soon…so watch 
this space!

Students involved:

Joseph Taylor, Ellie Clough, Rachel Williams, Daisy 
Yates, Isabelle Wood, Eve Rafferty, Thomas Hewitt, 
Faye Davies, Amber Berry and Grace Whitworth.

C H R I S T M A S 

M A R K E T S



We were the largest provider within Oldham last year with lots of students taking this opportunity. As a 
result of our work in partnership we have been selected as a pilot school for its development this year and we 
would love to get even more involved.

We will be inviting the team into school to run assemblies for year 11 in the Spring term to tell you a little more 
about it and why you should get involved. Parents from your perspective, they gain so much from this experience, 
they become more independent and learn the importance of working as part of a team. On a less serious note, 
they are entertained and taken off your hands for 3 weeks during the summer when they have finished their 
exams. All they ask is for a £50 contribution to cover everything, and I do mean everything. . . activities, 
accommodation, travel, food, the lot.

I really can’t encourage you enough to get involved and take advantage of this amazing opportunity. That said, it is 
always best to hear from people you know, people that have been and can tell you first hand a little about it so we 
asked one of those that went last Summer to tell you about it.

You’re probably wondering ‘what on earth is NCS?’. Well this time last year I was asking myself the exact 
same question, I had never heard of anything like it! Now I am here, an NCS graduate, encouraging you 
guys to take part in what is a once in a lifetime opportunity.

The National Citizen Service is a 3-week summer programme for young people across the country aged 15-17 
who have just finished quite possibly the hardest month of their school career (GCSE’S!!). It consists of 3 phases: 

Phase 1 is the adventure phase where you go off on a 5-day residential to somewhere else across the country and 
take part in many different outdoor activities. This could be kayaking, canoeing, rock climbing, cliff jumping, 
canoeing, and so on. You then come home for 2 days before you begin Phase 2. This is the phase where you once 
again go on a 5-day residential but this time in a university! This week you spend cooking for yourself, learning 
to be independent whilst also working with a skills practitioner to learn a new skill which you choose when you 
apply, for example photography, media, sports, drama, enterprise etc. Just like after the first phase, you go home 
again for 2 days and get prepared for Phase 3. Now this is a non-residential phase where YOU make your mark 
and work with your group to have a positive impact on your community.

- N C S -
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Throughout these three weeks you will have gained confidence, public speaking skills, communication skills, team 
work skills, and built a huge amount of independence to help you on your journey towards the next step in your 
career, whether that is college or sixth form or an apprenticeship. NCS is also something that employers look for 
and it is great on your CV. After you have completed NCS you will then receive a certificate off the prime 
minister and become an NCS graduate which gives you access to exclusive events.

At first, I was a bit skeptical about doing NCS and to be honest it sounded pretty boring. However, my friends
encouraged me to go and it has been the most unforgettable experience of my life. On the first day I found myself 
in a room with my two other friends who took part, surrounded by 70 other young people just like me and I 
thought ‘what have I put myself into?’. But after half an hour of getting to know my group and realising that we 
were all in the same boat, I instantly felt comfortable. I can’t begin to explain what an amazing opportunity NCS 
is and I encourage every single one of you to give it a go. It not only helped me to grow as a person, but I met 
some incredible people and gained a huge amount of confidence and other skills which have been extremely
helpful in my first few months at sixth form college. Since graduating from NCS I have become an NCS 
ambassador where I go to different schools and colleges around Oldham and try to encourage as many people as 
possible. 

I also got chosen out of the 300,000 people across Great Britain who took part in NCS this summer, to be part of 
the regional youth board and represent the North West of England, making a difference to our communities. This 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity that gives YOU the power to make a positive difference and I encourage you 
(using the cringe NCS slogan) to ‘say YES to NCS’ this summer!

by Courtney Hopwood
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I have just been accepted by Access to Music Creative College in Manchester. I’ve been playing the drums since 
I was in Year 6 and now I am in three bands: Prayer for Silence, which is a Year 11 band; a professional cover’s 
band along with two adults and my friend Jesh; and an outside school project consisting of Jesh, Matty, Alex and 
myself.

In order to be accepted at the college I had to complete a personal 
statement, apply online and attach links of various musical 
performances of mine. I was then invited for an interview where 
they asked me about my hobbies and interests, my musical 
inspirations and what I like about school. They then asked me 
about where I see myself going in the future: I hope to teach drums, 
progress further with courses and be picked up by a record label. 
I am doing well and my advice would be to follow your passion!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJusmyXQj2E

Jarrod Ogden on drums, Brandon Taylor on guitars and Jeshua Hill on bass.

 Channels: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcxKDO-Un5Go971kHqqGsEw

- M U S I C  E X A M S -

- JOSEPH WHITE - 
Year 7

Grade 1 Theory - Pass

- MILLIE MUMFORD-LLOYD - 
Year 7

Grade 1 Theory - Distinction

- CHIARA ECKERSLEY - 
Year 9

Grade 5 Theory - Merit

- WILLIAM REECE - 
Year 7

Grade 1 Theory - Merit
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upils at Saddleworth School were celebrating on Thursday 24th August as they picked up some 
brilliant GCSE and BTEC results.

This year sees the first of a set of changes to GCSE curriculum and assessment. From 2017 English and 
Maths will be more challenging and will be graded on a new scale of 9 to 1, with 9 the highest grade, 
rather than A* to G. Similar changes will affect 20 more subjects from 2018, and the remainder from 
2019. Simple comparison of 2017 results with previous years’ results is not possible. These changes also 
affect the government Basics, Attainment 8, Progress 8 and Ebacc measures. Progress comparison will be 
possible later this year when national level data is released.

The Saddleworth cohort of 270 worked incredibly hard during their five years at the school and gained 
some superb grades. Outstanding results from Roshni Parmar-Hill and Abigail Williams saw them gain 
the highest possible grades in every subject. They both got the new grade “9” in English Language, 
Literature and Maths and also got A*s in eight other subjects and an A in AS Level Critical Thinking.

Everyone at the school is in awe of the stunning achievement of Roshni and Abigail who worked so hard 
and gained the very highest grades in their examinations. As a school team, we are determined to both 
support and challenge all pupils and these two very high achievers show that if you really apply yourself 
you can get spectacular results.

Overall attainment at the school was very positive with 80% of pupils gaining 4-9 in English and 
77% in Maths. 72% gained 4+ in both English and Maths and 51% gained 5+ for the same measure.

I would like to congratulate the pupils and their families on these excellent outcomes that reflect immense 
hard work by all. I’d also like to make a point of thanking the superb teaching and support team at 
Saddleworth that work tirelessly to ensure that every child is supported and challenged to achieve well.

Mr Milburn

- G C S E  R E S U L T S -

P
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30 YEARS AT SADDLEWORTH SCHOOL… 
HOW HAS IT CHANGED SINCE 1987?

Mr Meadowcroft completed 30 years’ service in the 
summer of 2017 and was awarded Outstanding 
Contribution to School Sport at the recent Oldham 
Sports Awards at the Queen Elizabeth Hall.

Mr Melling, friend and colleague, caught up with him 
recently to find out how things have changed in that time, 
asking a few pertinent questions.

Can you remember your first day?
Just about!! Tuesday 1st September 1987 – driving from my 
parent’s house in South Manchester that morning, as my 
rented accommodation in Mossley didn’t start until 1st 
October. The PE staff area in those days was where Ms Cook 
and Mrs Byrom’s office is, which then was a ‘shuttered’ tuck 
shop, with soft seating outside where the drinks machine and 
water fountain are now!!

Most embarrassing thing that has happened over the years? 
(Mr Davey and Mr Whittam thought it was hilarious!!)
Whilst on school business, collecting staging for the annual 
musical production from a local church hall, driving the village 
grocers wobbly white van ‘packed to the gunnels’,  with said 
colleagues above, I was stopped by the police……..for going 
too slow!!??? I did get a police escort back to school funnily 
enough, when they realised we didn’t have any dry stone 
walling in the back, which at the time, was being stolen in the 
area!!

What have been the biggest changes?
We had a Sixth Form; Lunchtime used to be 75 minutes; there 
were 2 large staffrooms; lessons used to be 60 minutes long; 8 
form entry and we finished at 3.40pm!!

Best Memories?
Trips abroad with pupils – I have been fortunate enough to 
have been to France, Spain, Italy, Austria, Canada and the 
USA with Saddleworth School, on PGL Adventure Water 
Sport Holidays and Ski trips. Canoeing in Canadian canoes 
down the Ardeche in France, through white-water rapids; 
bivouacking overnight under the stars on a 2 day descent of 
the river; skiing at Lake Tahoe where at the top you can look 
down on the Nevada desert, whilst you are knee deep in snow!! 
Going on World Cup France ’98 Football Tour, and becoming 
European Champions in the 2 day tournament, will live long 
in the memory for myself and Mr Wright!! Winning the 
Oldham School’s Staff 7-a-side Football Tournament 
inconsecutive years 1986/87 at Failsworth School, is also 
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fondly remembered as in the photo below shows, where  you 
may be able to spot 2 other current staff members who were 
part of this successful 7-a-side team? (All 3 of us were 
youngsters back then, whereas now we are the Grandads of the 
school!! Apologies, Mr Hanley and Mr Simkins).

Any downsides to these trips away?
Travelling in Europe we always went by coach, which is an 
adventure in itself lasting between 24 and 30 hours generally!!! 
Will always remember the time our coach drivers going to Italy 
attempted to take us through a tunnel only to find that it had 
been closed for a year due to a fire, and so we had to take an 
additional 5 hour detour!!!??? (Mr Simkins and Mrs Bentley 
will remember!!)

What have been the best lessons?
In the snow back in the 80’s & 90’s, when there was more of it, 
and the facilities were out of action we would take groups on a 
cross country run out onto the hills, and then have team 
building activities/character building activities in a field. 
Also did sledging, in teams, on old gym mats!! (All would be 
equipped with gloves and hat to prevent frostbite!!)

What is the best part of the job?
Twofold: Seeing pupils on a daily basis enjoying PE and then 
visibly see them understand what is being taught, the ‘penny 
drops’ and they put it into action; and to have worked with 
wonderful, like-minded, slightly crazy people, in the Best Team 
Department in the school for 30 years.

Most challenging part of the job?
Back in the day it was handwriting all reports and then 
splitting the 3 ply carbon copies for 3 different people (before 
computers took over!!).

Now, it is keeping track of all the data that is attached to 
pupils, that is on these computers and trying to ensure progress 
in everybody!  BTEC paperwork is also a big challenge!!

What about the Social side of the job?
The PE Department over the years has always managed to ‘get 
out’ for a gathering to do with Christmas or end of Year, 
sometimes as part of the whole school event and sometimes 
separately!! Either way, over the many years, they would be 
eventful, hilarious, and unbelievable in some cases, but 
obviously, as is the saying, ‘What goes on tour, stays on tour!!!’

How has technology changed?
The whistle has always been part of the PE teacher’s equipment, 
although the Fox40 is the chosen one! The bunch of keys has 

got larger as more doors need to be secure now, but I never 
thought back then, that I would be attached to a laptop for 
such a large part of my day now. Computers ‘rule the roost’, 
followed closely by mobile phones which were unheard of 
when I started in 1987!!
How many Head teachers have you worked under and who 
was the best?
4; Colin Cook, John Hodgkinson, Tricia Cornish and Matthew 
Milburn. The best one has always been the one currently in 
post as they are the ones who positively affect the lives of the 
school Community. 

Who is the most famous pupil you have taught?
When we started to teach GCSE PE at Saddleworth we did 
it after school to convince the ‘powers that be’ that it was a 
worthwhile subject!! One of my first pupils at that time was a 
boy by the name of Kevin Sinfield. Excellent sportsman, bright 
and a good sense of humour, he was already ‘signed’ by Leeds 
RLFC (not Rhinos in those days!!) and was captain of the 
Great Britain U16 Rugby League Team. Kevin left Saddleworth 
with a rack of A grades including PE, and went on to win every 
possible trophy with Leeds in his remarkable career, and yet 
whenever he returned to Saddleworth, which as a parent to 
Jack in Year 8 he does quite regularly now, he still greets me 
with a smile, handshake and the words, ‘How are you sir?’!!

And finally,

What is the attraction to Saddleworth School that has seen 
you teach thousands of youngsters over the years?
Pupils and staff over these 30 years have in the main always 
been fantastic, in terms of wanting to learn and wanting to 
work together. The sporting facilities have never been described 
as fantastic, and neither have the school buildings, but it is 
the community inside the buildings that make Saddleworth 
School the successful school it is today. The PE staff over the 
time have been an awesome bunch of dedicated, talented and 
massively supportive professionals, colleagues and friends 
which have allowed me to always be learning, even though I 
am the elder statesman in the Department. Saddleworth School 
is in my blood now, and with all the proposed hopes of a newly 
built school for pupils, parents, staff and Governors, maybe 
the twilight years of my career could be with better facilities 
and seeing even more pupils discover the wonderful world of 
Physical Education?



A Pantomime like no other. Unique to Saddleworth I am sure, the staff once again put on a day of 
entertainment for the staff and students by performing their own version of A Christmas Carol.

A big thank you to Mr Lucas for writing and coordinating this, alongside his star cast of Mr Healey,
Miss Clements, Mr Moule, Mrs Walsh, Mr Wadsworth, Mr Melling, Mr Unsworth, Mrs Green, 
Mr Beckenham and, of course, Barrie himself.

Special thank you also to the students that supported this and helped make it possible:

Actors: Josh Hughes, Morgan Clark, George Hopkinson and Jacob Taylor.

Musicians: Hollie Appleby, Eve Matley, Rowan Heywood and Tom Mitchell.

Dancers: Rosie Naylor, Niamh Simpson, Bronagh McKeown, Rowena Thewlis, Liv Moorhouse, Koebi 
Clarke, Erin Wolfenden, Rebecca Gregory, Grace Robinson, Bethany Taylor, McKenzie Robert, Olivia 
Cornes, Shnai Smart, Maisie Reece and Saffron Durr.

Technical assistance: Tom Rhodes.

- S T A F F  P A N T O -
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by Daisy Dewsnap and William Power (7O)  

 

In July 2017 the very first Saddleworth MFL Spelling Bee 
competitions took place for French and German. The MFL 
French Spelling Bee Final took place on Thursday 21st July 
2017 and the MFL German Spelling Bee Final took place on 
Friday 14th July 2017.

A boy and a girl were selected to represent each tutor group in 
the final through two gruelling rounds of spellings in class.

So, how did they get to the final? In the first round we had to 
write out the spellings of simple words, where the teacher said 
the French/German and we had to write down the English 
word. In round two, the top three boys and girls from round 
1 had to stand in front of their class and translate words from 
French/German into English, also spelling out those words in 
the French/German alphabet. After this, we had selected our 
best boy and girl from each tutor group. 

A quote from Lucy Viella, who got through to round two, is:

“It was really good and boosted my confidence, but also gave 
me more knowledge in German. I am very proud of William 
Power because he is in my form and he managed to succeed 
(and I’m also proud of Daisy for getting to the final). Well 
done to all of you amazing people who participated! You all 
deserved to win!”

The finals took place in the hall, where half of the year group 
were in attendance, having made posters to support their 
finalists. It was really noisy! Mr Parkes introduced the finalists 
and Mrs Michell spoke about the importance of literacy. Then, 
the final was like a penalty shoot-out, where each person had 
to translate a word from English into French/German and then 
spell it out using the French/German alphabet.

At the end, we had a boy and a girl winning a £20 Waterstones 
voucher which was generously provided by FOSS (Friends 
of Saddleworth School) and all pupils who made it through 
round 1 or round 2 received a certificate.

The pupils competing in the French final were:

Jessica Leigh and Hasan Ghanem (7N)

Imogen Cox and Max Jones (7A)

Heather Evans and Shay Mitchell (7V)

Honey Marland and Lucas Wilkes (7Y)

Lila Robinson and Jack Lewis (7E)

The pupils competing in the German final were:

William Power and Daisy Dewsnap (7O)

Jack McQuillan and Annabelle Young (7L)

Isabella Cook and Zac Baker (7T)

Lilly Garnet and Elliot Ward (7G)

Lily Broadbent and Coby McNeil (7D)

The winners of the Waterstones vouchers were:

Lily Broadbent, William Power, Hasan Ghanem
and Heather Evans.

Well done to everybody in year 7 who took part!

M F L
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- P E E R  M E N T O R S -

s Peer Mentors our main goal is to make the 
pupils in our school feel comfortable and 

self-confident. In the scheme we try to combat 
bullying, self-esteem issues and raise awareness of 
events that are taking place within the year. We try to 
model excellent behaviour so that younger students 
can follow our examples and be proud of Saddleworth 
School.

Every Tuesday, we meet with all the Peer Mentors 
and Mrs Roskin to discuss future activities for year 7 
form time and events coming up. We also split into 
groups to plan fantastic opportunities such as a Pen 
Pal Scheme with year 6’s, charity bake sales, promoting 
ideas such as peace and plan half termly assemblies. 
The Peer Mentors Scheme is very much led by the 
students and we come up with issues we would like 
to focus on based on our experiences as students at 
Saddleworth.

Every Wednesday, all of our well-trained and 
supportive peer mentors go into the year 7 forms. Our 
main aim for the first half term was settling the year 7’s 
in to school life at Saddleworth. For example the peer 
mentors in form 7A acted as homework helpers so that 

any queries with work they may have, were solved. 

7D’s peer mentors also run a quiz every week to extend 
the knowledge of the year 7 pupils. We have also tried 
to introduce the year 7’s to some of the work we are 
hoping to share in the next few weeks, for example 7T 
were playing games to promote peace and tolerance 
of others. Personally, we think that these form times 
really help the year 7’s blossom into confident young 
adults with wider knowledge about what is happening 
in the world we live in.

In the next few weeks we are hoping to start a peer 
reading scheme where the year 9 peer mentors will 
help the year 7’s who find reading a challenging task. 
The year 7’s will read to our peer mentors and 
hopefully it will build their confidence.

We have lots of great ideas that we would like to run 
in school so we will update you again next term with 
what we have been up to!

by Evie Hanss, Maisie Reece 

Leah Tissington, Lucy Chapman 

and Molly Hallam, Year10

A
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Saddleworth PE department hosted their 2nd Sports Award Presentation Evening on 
Friday 13th October 2017.

- P E  P R E S E N T A T I O N  E V E N I N G -

This an evening devoted to the students who have excelled over the past year in all areas 
of PE, sport, dance and PE academic courses.

The evening was held in our beautifully decorated hall and we had over 100 parents 
attend to watch the 85 students receive prizes for their sporting achievements. The 
awards ranged from PE performer of the Year, to Most Improved, Team of the Year, 
and onto the prestigious Kevin Sinfield Award for Outstanding Achievement in PE.

This year, the Award went to Daisy Shepherdson for her top scores in CGSE PE and 
her selection for the England U17 Rounders squad.

The awards were presented by our own rugby league superstar, Kevin Sinfield, who also 
gave a motivational speech on how to succeed in sport. The student, staff and parents 
had a great evening, enjoying the buffet, raffle and 5 performances onstage. The whole 
evening was rounded off with a DJ set from our very own student DJ Leah Blackmore 
(pictured). We look forward to making next year even bigger and better!

Miss Muir
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- S P O R T I N G  S P O T L I G H T S -

e are very lucky at Saddleworth that we have the privilege 
of working with so many talented students. It never ceases 

to amaze me though when we find out about some of the hidden 
talents they have.

Inspired by this we thought we would do some mini spotlights on 
students and their achievements outside of school.

 I am confident there will be many more hidden talents in school 
and we may need your help to find out about these. 

Please keep us updated so we can recognise and celebrate this in 
school by emailing me at: c.mcmurdo@saddleworthschool.org

Finlay started archery approximately six months ago with Goldcrest Archers in Hyde. Since completing 
his beginners course at the end of March he has had great success. He has claimed two under 12's 
national records in clout archery and also in October became clout archery national junior champion.

He has also represented Cheshire County in target archery in the inter county championship where he 
won the under 12's competition. Over the past 6 months he has also gained Junior Master Bowmen 
status in target archery.

Have all made the Manchester Thunder Development 
Netball squad.

W

F I N L A Y  H E Y D O N

E L L A  D I B D E N ,  K A T E  L E D D Y 
A N D  M A Y A H  H O P K I N S O N
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On the 9th September, I woke up feeling nervous – I was competing in the Stoke on Trent UK Kids 
Triathlon and I was wondering what the day ahead would bring!

It wasn’t a good day for a triathlon, it was rainy and cloudy. We set off early for the hour long drive. When 
we got there my dad and I went to the registration tent.  I was given my number, no. 18. We then went to 
walk the course for the run and cycle. The ground was very wet, making it muddy and very slippery.

The first part of the event was a 100m outdoor lake swim. For this I needed to wear a wetsuit. I was really 
nervous just before it was my turn to go down the ramp into the cold lake.  As I was swimming I was very 
cold but I tried not to think about it. The swim went well and I managed to overtake quite a few others.

When I finished the swim I had to run to the bike area which was where our bikes were already racked up. 
I then had to get my wet-suit off as fast as possible, get my trainers on and then set off on the bike. The 
cycle was 3k and it was a hilly route on grass which meant that it was really hard.

After I finished the cycle I racked my bike back up and started the run which was 1.5k. The run was hard 
because the ground was so wet and slippery due to all of the rain and the course was very hilly – at one 
point I remember slipping down in the mud!

When I ran across the finish line I heard the announcer telling everyone my name and where I was from 
on the P.A. system. A marshall gave me a drink of water and my medal was presented to me. I sat down 
to get my breath back.  I was so relieved and felt such a sense of achievement because I had finished the 
course.

Later that day I discovered that I had the fastest time in my section the age 13-16 girls category!

P E N N Y  B E A R D M O R E

The Voice magazine decided to interview Jack Sinfield from 8G about his involvement in the talented Year 8 
school rugby team and about his role as stand-off for the local Saddleworth Rangers U12’s side. It proved a 
very interesting insight into the mind of a potential star of the future.

How old were you when you first got involved in the sport of rugby league and what are your earliest 
memories of playing the game?
I was seven years old and my first memory was my first game away at Wigan St Pats. We were beaten 4 tries to 
1 but I remember scoring my first ever try there.

Which of you rugby achievements are you most proud of so far and why?
Winning the Oldham Cup with Saddleworth Rangers. I got the man of the match award.

What do you enjoy most about playing rugby league and what skills do you think the sport helps you 
develop?
I enjoy all of it and I think it helps you develop team work and a good attitude. It keeps me fit and  healthy.

Do you have any ambitions to become a professional rugby player in the future and if so how do you 
think you will give yourself the best possible opportunity of achieving this goal?
Yes I think I can achieve this by having a great attitude and being committed in everything I do.

What advice would you give to any new pupils at Saddleworth School if they wanted to know whether to 
join a rugby team or not?
My advice would be to come and try it because it is good fun, you learn new skills and you can make lots of 
new friends.

Do you have any funny  or interesting stories or facts about rugby league that you would like to share 
with the magazine?
A team-mate of mine who comes to this school (his name I will keep a secret) once threw his 
gum-shield on to the changing room roof in a fit of anger. That was a pretty funny moment!

What do you think your strengths as a rugby performer are and do you have any weaknesses that you will need to develop?
My strengths are my positive attitude and leadership skills on the pitch. I need to keep working on all aspects of my game such as passing, 
kicking and improving my overall conditioning.

What is it like having a famous rugby league professional as a dad and how does he go about helping you with any aspects of your 
rugby league?
I used to love watching him play and that is how I first fell in love with the sport of rugby league, My dad doesn’t put any pressure on me 
to perform; he just wants me to enjoy playing.

What is your favourite film and why?
I recently watched a film called “Patriot’s Day” and this was really good. I found it really interesting and it is based on a true story. 

What do you like to do in your spare time when you are not playing rugby?
I like to play football and do usual things like hanging out with my mates. I am also an Xbox fan.

J A C K  S I N F I E L D

Eat, sleep, sport, repeat! My mum, Mrs Tiffany bought an outdoor hoodie last Christmas to keep 
her warm on the touchline and this just about sums her and my life up as we are constantly outdoors 
pursuing one sport or another

I joined the Huddersfield Dragons Hockey Club when I was 9 years of age. After the first training 
session I was hooked. I now play for the U’12s, U’14s and the development teams. This takes me all 
over Yorkshire, including Harrogate, Leeds and Hull, keeping my dad busy on driving duty!

Recently my coach put me forward for trials for West Yorkshire. I had two intense training sessions 
and to my amazement I have made it on to the U’13s team.

I will have a few more training sessions with the county side followed by at least two tournaments 
after Christmas. 

I love all sports and since starting at Saddleworth School I have joined the Year 7 rugby team and 
have competed in the Oldham Schools’ cross country championships too.

O D H R A N  T I F F A N Y



- R E S U L T S -

B A S K E T B A L L

Year 7
V Failsworth 13-23 

Year 9
V Bluecoat 26-35
V Hulme 45-41

Year 10/11
Runners up at the Oldham School’s Cup 
competition.

C R O S S  C O U N T R Y

Oldham Schools’ Cross Country 
Championships 2017
Even though no silver ware was won this 
year, a great team effort by all pupils. We 
finished 2nd as a school overall.

Girls’ team results:
Year 7 – 4th

Year 8 – 6th
Year 9 – 4th
Year 10/11 – 2nd
Girls overall - 2nd 

Boys’ team results: 
Year 7 – 7th
Year 8 – 4th
Year 9 – 2nd
Year 10/11 – 6th
Boys overall - 3rd

Top 10 performers in year group order: 
Mia Dyer 4th, Isabelle Kowalczyk 7th, 
Elise Siddiqui 10th, Ayla Hewitt 6th, Lucy 
George 10th, Harley Edge 7th, Sam Taylor 
8th, Jacob Douglas 1st, Greg Huntington 
5th, Evan Campbell and George Martin 
10th.

F O O T B A L L
Year 7

V Hathershaw 11-1

Year 8
V Bluecoat 2-0
V Altrincham School for Boys 0-5

Year 10
V Newman College 5-2

Girls:
V Hatherhsaw 3-0
V Bluecoat 3-0
V Royton & Crompton 0-1

H O C K E Y
Girls winners of Oldham Schools, without 
losing a single game.

N E T B A L L
Year 7
V Crompton House 5-21
V Bluecoat  9-9

Year 8
V Bluecoat A 24-17
V Bluecoat B 14-5
V Crompton House 49-3

U14

Qualify to Regional finals.

Year 10
V Crompton House 14-0
V Waterhead 14-1
V Radclyffe 17-0
V Newman College 9-2
V Bluecoat 17-1
V North Chadderton 9-3 
Oldham Schools Champions.

Year 11
Oldham School Champions. Retaining 
the title for the 5th year.

U16
Lost out regional qualifiers.

R U G B Y

Year 7
Year 7 A and B rugby teams finished a 
creditable 2nd and 3rd respectively in the 
annual festival at Counthill

V Dean Trust 4-8
V Wade Deacon 4-48

Year 8
V Rose Bridge School 28-4
V De La Salle School 22-18
V Great Sankey School 42-6
Champion Schools’ 
Leaving them top of their group in 
North West Pool D of the Champion 
Schools’ Cup.

Rugby Festival winners winning all 4 
matches.

Oldham Schools Champions winning 
the final V Bluecoat 48-0

Year 9
Crowned Oldham Rugby League 
Champions and were unbeaten 
all afternoon.

Year 10
V Great Sankey School 32-0
V Cansfield High School 44-4
V Cowley 42-0
V Standish 42-0

Year 11
Victories in their matches
V Royton & Crompton
V Waterhead

Exited North West Carnegie Champion 
Schools in the group stages so will now 
focus on the Oldham Schools Cup.
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It's okay if you 
try and fail but 
it's not okay if 
you fail to try




